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Driven to the pawnbrokers: 
new year reality in Britain... 5 


BRITISH ambassadors 
were called back to 
Bomb ’ em London for a crisis 
over there meeting this week. 
7 The move was in re- 
sta rve 7em sponse to growing panic in 
the government over global 
over here opposition to war on Iraq. 
—————— el Many of the ambas- 
NEW LABOUR sent sadors are worried that the 
a clear message to drive to war is “radicalis- 
Iraqi people this ing” people around the 
week—if you try to world. 
flee our bombs The Guardian newspa- 


we'll starve you in 
Britain. 

New asylum rules 
came into force on 
Wednesday. 

They mean that 
tens of thousands of 
refugees will be 
denied any support 
and left without food 
to live on the 
streets. 

The single largest 
group of refugees 
coming to Britain is 
from Iraq. 

Blunkett’s rules 
will apply to every 
new refugee, 
including torture 
victims and those 
fleeing war. 

Bill Morris, leader 
of the TGWU union, 
blasted the 
government, saying, 
“This is about basic 


per called the diplomats’ 
meeting “unprecedented”. 

It came as further signs 
of the panic in government 
emerged with the seem- 
ingly contradictory mes- 
sages over war from Tony 
Blair and his foreign secre- 
tary Jack Straw. 

Sections of the media 
have begun to reflect the 
anti-war feeling in Britain. 

The Sunday Express last 
weekend ran a double-page 
spread on the global anti- 
war movement. 

The Daily Mirror, 
which has campaigned 

against war over recent 
[ months, last week predicted 
the 15 February anti-war 
day of action will see 10 
million people join protests 
across the world. 
dignity and Bush and Blair are 
humanity. pressing ahead with their 


“We didn’t ' war plans. Britain this 
SUN to ee week called up thousands 
uae of reservist 
of asylum seekers to But even Blair must 
starvation. worry about the conse- 

“But clearly the eee for his eee 
Home Office is of going to war when there 
determined that, if it ; is such massive domestic 
can’t get asylum j z j opposition. 
seekers out by the j That’s why everyone 
legal SOHEe it will must throw themselves into 
aera anew ensuring that 15 February 

New Labour’s sees a huge show of oppo- 
laws show its sition to war. 
brutality towards 
refugees. 

They also show 
that war on Iraq has 
nothing to do with 
concern for Iraqi 
people. 
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Stop the war 


CONFERENCE 
ON SATURDAY 


HUNDREDS of delegates 
were set to gather in 
London on Saturday for 
the conference of the Stop 
the War Coalition. 

There are now 13 na- 
tional trade unions affili- 
ated to the coalition as 
well as many campaigns, 
and community and stu- 
dent groups. 

The conference will be 
a crucial staging post in 
building the 15 February 
international day of 
action. 

The coalition is also 
planning a series of events 
in London the day before 
the demonstration. Across 
London local groups will 
be organising accommo- 
dation for people who 
arrive from across Britain 
for those events. 

The coalition is also 
planning a major lobby of 
parliament on Tuesday 21 


Oil and 


A TOP US defence official 
has revealed in a British 
newspaper that oil and 
power are key factors 
behind George Bush’s war 
drive. 

The official argued that 
the US wanted to use 
Iraq’s and the Middle 
East’s oil to bolster US 
allies in the Far East as a 
counterweight to China’s 
growing economic, politi- 
cal and military strength. 


January—and has plans 
to call immediate protests 
if war begins. 

Saturday’s conference 
will hear keynote speeches 
from George Galloway 
MP, Tony Benn and Stop 
the War Coalition na- 
tional convenor Lindsey 
German. 

It will also hear reports 
on the international anti- 
war movement, including 
a talk by former Algerian 
president Ahmed Ben 
Bella. 

HStop the War Coalition 
conference. Saturday 11 
January. Registration from 
9.30am, starts 10.30am. 
Camden Centre, Judd 
Street, London (opposite 
King’s Cross station). 

@ Ben Bella will also in- 
troduce the classic film 
Battle of Algiers, 6.30pm, 
same venue. Tickets £2. 
Hi For more details go to 
www. stopwar.org.uk 


power 


According to. the 
Sunday Express the US of- 
ficial told them, “Long 
term, our major strategic 
adversary will be China. 
The best way to contain 
China is to make sure that 
our allies in Asia are strong 
and prosperous. 

“The two key coun- 
tries are Japan and South 
Korea. And what is one of 
their industries? Oil 
refining.” 


CIA cover-up 


THE US intelligence 
agency the CIA is to take 
over a British air base in 
Uxbridge, Middlesex, to 
help conduct its covert 
operations. 

A Ministry of Defence 
source explained to jour- 
nalists, “The CIA has 
been looking for some- 
where to expand its Euro- 
pean and Middle East 
operations for several 
years. 

“The deal was done be- 
tween the British and 


American governments on 
the understanding there 
was a cover plan. 

“Officially Uxbridge 
will become a US navy ad- 
ministration and coordina- 
tion centre. 

“There will, however, 
be just a handful of 
marines to guard the 
place. All the others will 
be civilian.” 

The spy centre will be 
a crucial part of dirty tricks 
and covert operations in 
any wat. 


Protesting Is 
not a crime 


ANTI-WAR protester Leo 
Zeilig will face the courts 
again on Tuesday 28 Janu- 
ary amid growing signs 
that the police are seeking 
to put other people in the 
dock as well. 

Leo took part in the 
peaceful events in Whitehall 
on 31 October that were part 
of the Stop the War Coali- 
tion’s anti-war day. 

He was tracked by 
police for large parts of 
the demonstration and 
then arrested in Trafalgar 
Square. 

Now he is charged with 
incitement to violent disor- 
der, an offence that has a 
maximum sentence of five 
years in jail. 

Leo strongly denies the 
charge. 

Several other people 
have also been charged 
with offences relating to 
the day’s protests. 

At a court hearing into 
Leo’s case on 31 Decem- 
ber the prosecution was 
“not ready to proceed”. 


Legal observers suggest 

that this is because there are 
another ten people that the 
police want to arrest before 
they disclose the evidence 
in Leo’s case. 
H Lobby to support Leo, 
Tuesday 28 January, 
9.30am, Bow Street Mag- 
istrates’ Court, London, 
wc2. 


Witnesses 


WERE YOU on the 
London anti-war 
demonstration on 
Ky i OXea Co) ol-1 ara P) Le) 
you witness any 
Hated (e(=1al yg 

If you did, how- 
ever minor you may 
have regarded it as, 
you could have im- 
portant information. 

Contact John 
Tipple at Linn and 
NSS-ToYed Fk weve) | (4 ba 
tors. Phone 01255 
240 880. 


PUT SAFETY BEFORE PROFIT 


AFTER 31 people were 
killed in the Ladbroke 
Grove rail crash in 1999 
deputy prime minister John 
Prescott promised that 
safety would be the top pri- 
ority on the railways. 

Money would be “no object’, 
he said, when it came to installing 
the new safety system. 

But an announcement is expected 
that New Labour will not stump up 
the cash to introduce the European 
Rail Traffic Management rail safety 
system. 

The government-appointed 
Strategic Rail Authority, headed by a 
former Virgin boss, is set to make 
that chilling decision. 


Funding Yo M466 pe Faseady P 
GONNA WHIP Yo' ASS, Yo 


messin’ Royn' WIDDA 
RULIN’ CLASS! Fr 


for the 
polluters 


THE government’s 
environment watchdog is 
investing tens of millions 
in oil companies that it 
has also prosecuted for 
pollution. 

The same oil firms also 
stand accused of 
contributing to climate 
change. This may lie 
behind floods which have 
plagued much of Europe 
in recent years, and which 
in Britain are a major 
problem for the 
Environment Agency. 

The agency’s pension 
fund last year invested £46 
million of what is 
essentially public money in 
oil firm BP Amoco and £18 
million in rival oil firm Shell. 

Shell has been fined 
£20,000 by the agency for 
spilling 140 tons of soap 
into the Manchester Ship 
Canal. 

BP was fined last 
autumn after it allowed 
fuel from one of its petrol 
stations near Luton to 
leak into groundwater. 


be 


Jenkins—death 
of a traitor 


Rail cutback 
could be fatal 


How many more have to die for 
profit on the railways? 

Since New Labour was elected in 
1997 seven people died in the 
Southall rail crash in 1997, 31 died 
in the Ladbroke Grove tragedy in 
1999, four died in the Hatfield rail 
crash in 2000, and seven died at Pot- 
ters Bar in 2002. 


Postponed 


The rail safety system was rec- 
ommended after the Clapham rail 
disaster 15 years ago, when 35 
people died. 

Its introduction had already been 
postponed to 2008, before the recent 
news that money would not be made 
available. 


we ZONNA SPILL Yo" Blaap 


eA Qi SoiL.. 


Only two years ago transport 
minister Stephen Byers signed a de- 
claration organised by survivors of 
Ladbroke Grove promising to im- 
plement the recommendations of the 
inquiry into the tragedy. 

Lord Cullen’s inquiry called for 
the system to be put in place. 

The fact that it has not been is a 
slap in the face to the survivors’ fam- 
ilies, and causes deep concern for 
today’s rail users. 

Louise Christian, solicitor for the 
crash survivors, says: 

“Yet again it’s kicked into the long 
grass, and when we get another fatal 
crash caused by a train going through 
a red light everyone will say, ‘Why 
wasn’t Lord Cullen’s recommenda- 
tion implemented?’” 


Council tax 
—no relief 


DON’T HOLD your breath 
that planned changes in the 
way the council tax operates 
in England and Wales will be 
any fairer on ordinary people. 

The local government bill 
went through its second par- 
liamentary reading this week. 
It allows the government to 
revalue properties for council 
tax purposes and change the 
“bands” which determine 
how much you pay. 

At present the biggest 
council tax bill is, at most, 
three times the rate for the 
lowest. 

But salaries for the rich 
can be 100 times those of the 
poor and the difference in 
house prices can be 30 to one. 

The Socialist Alliance and 
the Scottish Socialist Party 
have long urged a change in 
the tax so it taxes the rich 
more, and at a higher rate, 
than the poor. 

The more likely “reform” 
is that the government will 
simply uprate the bands to 
take account of house price 
changes. 

That could lead to chaos 
with workers in the south of 
England getting inflated bills 
because the price of housing 
has soared. 


|... WE PUT SANCTIONS on 
Yo ass, $6 Yo° KIDS AIN“T 
FED, Now WE SONNA Bome 

YA , $0 Yo' ALL So BE DEAD! 
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Fullarton computer industries 


“ROY WAS one of the most 
remarkable men ever to grace 
British politics. I shall miss 
him deeply.” 

That was Tony Blair’s re- 
sponse to the death of Roy 
Jenkins last weekend. 

In fact Jenkins did great 
damage to millions of work- 
ing people’s lives. 

His “achievement” was 
to split the Labour Party and 
keep the Tory government in 
office for 14 years longer 
than it would have been 
otherwise. 

Back in 1981 Labour was 
moving to the left and 
activists were demanding 
that MPs should be more 
accountable. 

In response Jenkins led 
the “Gang of Four” out of 
the party to form the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP). 

In all 27 Labour MPs left. 
At the 1983 election the 


Tories got 13 million votes. 

Labour and the SDP won 
over 16 million between them 
but, with a split opposition, 
the Tories had a parliamentary 
majority of 144. 

The SDP, without any real 
base in the unions or the 
working class, soon fell apart. 
It was forced to merge with 
the Liberal Democrats. 


Pave 


But it helped pave the way 
for New Labour. Blair swal- 
lowed many of the SDP’s 
right wing “modern” views. 

In the mid-1990s Blair 
consulted Jenkins more and 
more. Their closeness contin- 
ued after Blair made it to 
Downing Street. 

Blair was undoubtedly 
sincere when he said he will 
miss Jenkins. Traitors often 
like each other. 


500 on the dole 


“WE’VE WORKED our 
guts out at this plant and 
over the years they’ve 
made millions from us. 
Now because they want 
to make even more 
money they’re throwing 
us on the streets.” 


That was Andy’s angry 
reaction this week. He is 
one of 500 workers 
sacked by Fullarton Com- 


puter Industries at 
Gourock, Inverclyde. 

The workforce were 
supposed to return to 
work this week. Instead 
they find themselves 
locked out and sacked. 

The closure gives a 
chilling foretaste of what 
may be in store for other 
workers this year as re- 
cession bites. 


Fullarton assembles 
PCs in Gourock for the 
company Sanmina, which 
in turn is a contractor to 
IBM. 

Fullarton (which has 
several other plants in 
addition to Gourock) 
was bought by Simclar 
International for a 
knockdown price last 
August. 

Many workers believe 
the strategy was always 
to savage jobs. 

Simclar boss Sam 
Russell won an award as 
one of the Scottish “En- 
trepreneurs of the Year” 
for 2002. 

Fullarton workers 
struck last year in an effort 
to win their first pay rise 
for four years. 


Now they are told that 
this has made them 
“uncompetitive”. 

The ISTC union, which 
got into Fullarton because 
of workers’ struggles, has 
denounced the closure. 

But it has not called 
for the strikes and occu- 
pations that could make 
the company think again, 
and would put immense 
political pressure on New 
Labour in Edinburgh and 
London. 


(jThe day after the 
Fullarton closure was 
announced IBM said it 
was transferring hun- 
dreds of its workers in 
the same area to San- 
mina, threatening their 
long-term future. 
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what we think 
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‘Things can only 


LAST WEEK’S Socialist 
Worker outlined the “troubles 
ahead for New Labour” this 
year. 

That issue had not even hit the 
streets when Tony Blair issued his 
grim new year message. 

He spoke of a year of war, reces- 
sion and insecurity—a far cry from 
New Labour’s 1997 election theme 
song, “Things Can Only Get Better”. 

The message was devoid of any 
sense of personal responsibility for 
what he called the “difficult and dan- 
gerous” problems the rest of us face. 

Blair instead painted a bleak pic- 
ture to harden himself up (and soften 
us up) for inflicting a year of pain. 

Even as he issued his warning he 
managed to remain smug, giving little 
indication that discontent in each area 
he identified can explode. 

He talked of the gathering world 
recession, which Britain is not immune 
to, warning that after years of eco- 
nomic growth “we don’t yet know 
what it’s like having tough times”. 

“Two flats” Tony and Cherie may 
not know what “tough times” are like, 
but millions of ordinary people do. 

The years of “economic growth” 
for most people have meant long 
hours, stress and a widening gap be- 
tween the very rich and the rest of us. 
That’s before full-blown recession 
hits. 


Deepening opposition 

BLAIR SAID of Israel’s brutal assault 
on the Palestinians, “We must push 
on with the peace process because 
otherwise we are guilty of the very 
double standards we are accused of.” 

That proved to be empty rhetoric 
this week when Israel’s prime minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon would not even let 
Palestinian delegates travel to London 
let alone take part himself in Blair's fig 
leaf of a peace conference. 

Above all, Blair spoke of the 
coming war on lraq. He talked as if all 
of us face an agonising choice over 
whether to blow Iraqi men, women 
and children to bits. 

But that sick decision lies with 
George Bush and Blair is pledged to 
go along with whatever he decides. 

The difficulties Blair faces over the 
war and all the other problems he 
identified come from one thing he re- 
fused to mention—deepening, bitter 
opposition to what he is doing. 

Support for the firefighters, 
who are set to strike at the end 
of this month, remains high. 

It’s not only that their case is just. 
Millions of people want them to 
spearhead a wider breakthrough 
against low pay, privatisation and the 
erosion of public services. 

Many other groups of workers 
want their unions to fight back. There 
are violent strains between the unions 
and the Labour Party. 

Feeling against the war is growing 


GEORGE BUSH’S planned 
war on Iraq is creating 
opposition throughout the 
Middle East. 

Hundreds of anti-war 
protesters took to the streets 
of Manama, the capital of the 


on every continent. The anti-war 
movement has taken off astonishingly 
in the one country Bush is relying on 
to back him—Britain. 

This gulf between New Labour 
and those who voted them in is fu- 
elling opposition to the government. 

On top of that, Blair faces political 
dilemmas, such as whether to join 
the euro, that divide his own party 
and the establishment. 

His solution to all this? Carry on 
regardless and tell the rest of us that 
we too should bear responsibility for 
war and economic hardship. 

Blair wants to make his problems 
our problems for a very simple 
reason—he fears an eruption of pop- 
ular opposition. 

That is what we should give him 
over every issue, not least over the 
planned slaughter in Iraq. 

On |5 February we all have a 
chance to take to the streets and say 
that we will do everything in our power 
to stop Bush and Blair’s barbaric war. 


key Gulf state of Bahrain, on 
Friday of last week. 

Bahrain is a state in 
turmoil. In April of last year 
massive protests against the 
oppression of the Palestinian 
people swept the kingdom. 


On New Year’s Day riot 
police teargassed thousands 
of young Bahrainis who 
torched vehicles and 
smashed hotel windows in 
areas of Manama frequented 
by Westerners. 


King Hamad, a pro-US 
ruler, is the leader of 
Bahrain. 

The US Fifth Fleet is 
stationed in Bahrain. More 
anti-war protests are 
planned. 
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War at heart 
of the system 


TALK OF empire is everywhere. Right wing his- 
torian Niall Ferguson is presenting a TV series 
on Channel 4 celebrating the British Empire. 

American neo-conservatives like Charles Krautham- 
mer openly boast that the US has acquired a global 
empire since the end of the Cold War. 

If the right is willing so openly to champion imperi- 
alism, the left should also be confronting the issue. 
Indeed, apart from Naomi Klein’s No Logo, the most 
celebrated book to come out of the movement against 
capitalist globalisation is called Empire. 


Written by the veteran 
Italian Marxist Toni Negri 
and the younger American in- 
tellectual Michael Hardt, the 
book has had an enormous 
influence. 

The language of the Ital- 
ian movement known as the 
“disobbedienti” is full of the 
jargon popularised by Hardt 
and Negri. 

Just before Christmas the 
Guardian published an arti- 
cle by Hardt in which he 
writes, “The US is fast be- 
coming an imperialist power 
along the old European lines, 
but on a global scale.” 

He argues that this devel- 
opment is against the inter- 
ests of all capitalist classes: 

“Business leaders around 
the globe recognise that im- 
perialism is bad for business 
because it sets up barriers that 
hinder global flows. 

“The potential profits of 
capitalist globalisation, which 
whetted the appetites of busi- 
ness elites everywhere only a 
few years ago, depend on 
open systems of production 
and exchange. 

“This is equally true for the 
captains of capital in the US. 
Even for the US industrialists 
drunk on oil, their real inter- 
ests lie in the potential profits 
of capitalist globalisation.” 

Hardt goes on, “US mili- 
tary actions will most likely 
feed the antagonisms created 
by the inequality of wealth 
and power around the world, 
increasingly exponentially the 
insecurity of global elites.” 

But, he continues, “there 
is an alternative to US impe- 
rialism”: Empire, by which 
he means “decentralised net- 
work power” that no individ- 
ual state dominates. 

Hardt concludes, ‘“‘We 
can be confident that in the 
long run their real interests 
will lead global elites to sup- 
port Empire and refuse any 
project of US imperialism.” 

This is extraordinary stuff. 
In their book Hardt and Negri 
portray Empire as the latest 
form of capitalist exploitation 
whose oppression is provok- 
ing the revolt of what they call 
the “multitude”. 

Now Hardt apparently 
sees Empire as a policy 
option for big business that he 
is trying to persuade them to 
adopt in their own interests. 

This is not the first time 
that people on the left have 
argued that growing global 
economic integration is over- 
coming national conflicts. 

At the start of the First 
World War Karl Kautsky, the 
leading theoretician of the 
socialist Second Interna- 
tional, came up with the idea 
of “ultra-imperialism”. 

He wrote, “There is no 
economic necessity for con- 
tinuing the arms race after 
the world war, even from the 
standpoint of the capitalist 
class itself. On the contrary, 
the capitalist economy is se- 
riously threatened precisely 
by these disputes. 

“Every far-sighted capi- 
talist today must call on his 
fellows—capitalists of all 
countries, unite!’” 


ALEX 
CALLINICOS 
argues that 
globalisation 
boosts rivalries 


The error that both Hardt 
and Kautsky make is to con- 
clude from the fact that inter- 
national trade and investment 
are growing that conflicts 
among capitalists are becom- 
ing less intense. 

This reasoning was mis- 
taken in 1914 and it is no less 
so today. Economic globali- 
sation actually intensifies 
capitalist rivalries. 

The US economy’s grow- 
ing dependence on imported 
oil is forcing the US state to 
project its power into unsta- 
ble regions where the main 
reserves of fossil fuels lie. 

This can bring it into con- 
flict, not just with established 
powers such as Russia and 
France, but also rising ones. 


Fuse 


China’s economic growth 
means that it too has to rely 
increasingly on imported 
oil—which could produce a 
collision with the US in a few 
years time. 

What revolutionary so- 
cialists like Lenin and Niko- 
lai Bukharin grasped was 
that under imperialism eco- 
nomic competition among 
capitalists and geopolitical 
rivalries among states tend 
to fuse together. 

We can see this in North 
East Asia today. The Bush 
administration’s policy of 
confrontation with North 
Korea is dangerously fuelling 
antagonisms between the US, 
South Korea (historically 
almost its client state), Japan 
and China (a potential strate- 
gic challenger). 

Of course, this anarchic 
competition among rival cap- 
itals could destroy us all, 
bosses included, in a nuclear 
catastrophe. Hardt is right to 
that extent—imperialism is 
irrational. 

But this is all the more 
reason, rather than appeal to 
the rational self interest of 
“far-sighted capitalists”, to 
build the forces of resistance 
to the system itself. 
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WAS Edward 
Heath a friend 
to the Ugan- 


dan Asians? Recently 
released files show 
the 1970s Tory prime 
minister was not. 

Heath got some 
credit for allowing 
Asians kicked out of 
Uganda by dictator Idi 
Amin into Britain. 

But the British 
government was ac- 
tually plotting to send 
the desperate refu- 
gees off to the Falk- 
land Islands. 

Some had British 
passports and were 
entitled to come to 
Britain but the gov- 
ernment did not want 
them. 

Foreign secretary 
Alec Douglas-Home 
insisted on looking 
for a British protec- 
torate somewhere in 
the world. 

The Solomon Is- 
lands, Ascension 
Island and the Sey- 
chelles were consid- 
ered as well as the 
Falklands. 


A pay 
Mise 

...10r 
some 


THE government has 
continually accused the 
firefighters of making an 
unreasonable wage 
demand, and has offered 
them just 4 percent. 

Strange then that at 
the end of last year one 
group of public sector 
workers was offered pay 
rises of up to 24 percent. 

The rise will also be 
backdated to August 
2001. 

They have also won 
an extra eight days 
annual leave and a 
reduction in working 
hours from 39 to 37 
hours per week. 

Their job? They are 
part of the Emergency 
Fire Service which 
overhauled the fleet of 
Green Goddesses used 
during the firefighters’ 
strikes. 


THE US’s 
fighter planes 
are operated 


by pilots who have 
been instructed to 
take drugs by their 
superiors. 

The US Air Force 
recently admitted that 
its pilots are routinely 
given amphetamines 
(speed) on combat 
missions. 

Fighter pilots are 
told they will be re- 
garded as unfit to fly if 
they do not take 
F<) of:\-10 Bare) aume [oh o) || yaar =) 
they are nicknamed, 
1oJ-¥ Co) g=Me lo) iale Moya Mm (o)ate} 
raids. 

Many commenta- 
tors now believe the 
widespread use of 
amphetamines is 
Cote) avatzrea (10 BCom taT=M allen) 
number of “friendly 
fire” incidents involv- 
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So much for 
‘liberation’ 


TO JUSTIFY war in Afghanistan 
George Bush and Tony Blair 
claimed they would liberate the 


country’s women. 


They even wheeled out their re- 
spective wives, Laura Bush and Cherie 
Blair, to talk about how the war would 
end the oppression that Afghan women 


suffered. 


These include forcing women to con- 
tinue wearing the all-encompassing burqa. 
The report focuses on the increasingly 


harsh restrictions on women and girls im- 


Yet a new report by the Human Rights 
Watch organisation reveals that Afghan 


women are now suffering mounting abuses 
and restrictions on their rights. 

“Women and girls are still being 
abused, harassed and threatened across 
Afghanistan, often by government and of- 
ficials,” says report author Zama Coursen- 


Neff. 


Government troops and officials regu- 
larly target women and enforce Taliban-era 


restrictions. 


posed by Ismail Khan. 

Khan is a warlord who was made gov- 
ernor of Herat in western Afghanistan and 
who is backed and financed by the US 
government. 


Medical 


His police have arrested women seen 
alone with men. 

Women are taken to hospitals and have 
been forced to have medical examinations 
to determine whether they are virgins. 

“Ismail Khan has created an atmosphere 


in which government officials and private 


individuals believe they have the right to 
police every aspect of women’s and girls’ 


lives,” says Coursen-Neff. 


DipN'T ANYEOPY TELL YOU? 
SANCTIONS ARE IN FORCE HERE ‘ov! 


Is this peacekeeping? 


THE UNITED Nations pre- 
sents itself as the “peace- 
keeper’ in the Balkans and 
other parts of the world. 

That’s not how it looks 
in Eritrea, east Africa. 

An Irish soldier serving 
with the UN in Eritrea has 
been jailed because he was 
caught making porno- 
graphic videos of a local 


woman. 

The soldier was re- 
turned to Ireland and sen- 
tenced to 16 days detention 
by an army court. 

This sounds very remi- 
niscent of the way British 
troops humiliated and sub- 
jugated women and local 
people across the British 
Empire. 


Free lunches 


“WHEN THEY came to 
lunch, even the few remain- 
ing kids were sent home. 
“The children on free 
school meals had to do 
without while all the Jarvis 
people and their guests 
were having a wonderful 
time stuffing their faces.” 
That’s how Julie Davies, 
secretary of the National 
Union of Teachers in 
Haringey, north London, de- 
scribes a party to celebrate 


the government’s PFI. 

The do was to open the 
new technology block of 
the White Hart Lane 
School, built by a PFI con- 
sortium headed by con- 
struction giant Jarvis. 

Jarvis brought in 500 
swanky guests who included 
fat cats from McDonald’s, 
W H Smith and Claridges. 

The school sent home 
over 800 children to make 
way for Jarvis’s VIP guests. 


An Eritrean government 
spokesman said, “These 
people call themselves 
peacekeepers, when in fact 
all they want is a long holi- 
day and a chance to fool 
around with our women. 
They did not respect our 
country, our culture or our 
people.” 


THE Post Of- 
fice has signed 
up four new 


non-executive direc- 
tors who will be paid 
£2,500 a day. 

They will work one 
day a month and get 
£30,000 a year. A de- 
livery post worker out- 
side London is ona 
basic £261.93 a week. 

The four lucky di- 
rectors come in from 
a variety of private 
sector companies, in- 
cluding the BAA, W H 
Smith, Unipart, and 
Masterfoods. 


THINGS 
THEY SAY 


“THE PM is caught 
up in the worldwide 
power game.” 

Tony Blair's local Catholic 
priest FATHER TIMOTHY 
RUSS 


“| AM the person 
who gets to decide, 
not you.” 

NIGEORGE W BUSH when 


a reporter asked him if war 
is inevitable, 1 January 2003 


“EVEN now Saddam 
could end his 
defiance and 
dramatically change 
directions. He has 
that choice to make. 
MGEORGE W BUSH 
explains that war is actually 


Saddam’s decision, 3 
January 2003 


“| MADE up my 
mind that Saddam 
needs to go. That’s 
about all I’m willing 
to share with you.” 
mar onGe W BUSH, April 


” 


“THE greatest 
danger might not 
arise in fighting 
Hussein’s forces 
but in the aftermath 
in a region that 
would see itself 
unmistakably under 
the domination of 
the US, the 
protector of Israel.” 


Ex Tory foreign secretary 
DOUGLAS HURD 


“AS GREAT as 
finding an Eskimo in 
the desert.” 

@ Tory MP JOHN BERCOW 
on the Tories’ chances in the 
next election 


“IF the government 
attempted to do this 
to trade unions 
there would be 
general strikes.” 
VISCOUNT 
TORRINGTON, one of 64 
peers suing the 
government for the loss of 
their hereditary seats 


“IN Glasgow there’s 
an old saying that 
you speak to the 
engineer and not 
the sweatrag.” 

i Speaker of the House of 
Commons MICHAEL 
MARTIN attacks Labour’s 
spin doctors 


“A NUMBER of us 
would see this as 
the point at which 
Mr Blair has to be 
challenged.” 

M Labour MP ALAN 


SIMPSON on the launch of 
a war 


az 
DO YOU have a 
story for Inside the 
System? Send it to Inside 
the System, Socialist 
Worker, PO Box 82, London 
E3 3LH. 

All readers who send ina 
story that is printed are 
put into a monthly 
raffle for a book. 
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Will Britain’s economic bubble burst? 


NIGHTMARE ON 
DEBT STREET 


POLITICIANS AND pundits have marked 
the new year with panic over the state 
of the global economy. 

They fear that global capitalism could slide 
into even greater instability, and slump. 


They also know that 
the one thing that has so 
far kept the British econ- 
omy growing could 
quickly unravel with 
horrific consequences. 

Britain’s economic 
growth is based on a so 
called “consumer boom” 
—people’s spending. 

But that spending is 
based on a vast mountain 
of debt, one which could 
at any moment come 
crashing down and 
plunge millions of people 
into misery. 

Millions are already 
living through a debt 
crisis. 

In the last year Citi- 
zens Advice Bureaux ad- 
visers have taken on over 
a million new cases. 

“Debt is the number 
one issue why people 
come for advice at Citi- 
zens Advice Bureau offi- 

es,” says Rachel Boyes, 
a welfare rights worker in 
Scarborough. 

“The month in, month 
out insecurity gets people 
down. It affects their 
health and confidence. 

“People come into 
our offices with piles of 
letters they’re too terri- 
fied to open. 

“Credit card compa- 
nies hound people con- 
stantly. They threaten 
people with bailiffs. 

“After Christmas we 
face a huge spate of 


by MATTHEW 
COOKSON 


cases. There is lots of 
pressure on people to 
buy presents for their 
kids. People can spend 
years paying back their 
debt.” 

Some of the hardest 
hit are people on low in- 
comes, or who have lost 
their jobs. 

“There is no respite. 
It is just horrific,” says 
Rachel. 

“There are horrible 
stories of people who 
are working and have 
bought a car. Then 
they’ ve lost their job. 


Forced 


“They have to sell 
their car, don’t get as 
much as they paid for it, 
and they’ re still in debt. 

“Some people on dis- 
ability benefit are forced 
to use that to pay back 
their debts. 

“There are tales of 
people with learning dif- 
ficulties who have got 
credit card applications 
through the post, run up 
huge debts on one, and 
then got another card. 

“People have to pay 
off these debts for years. 
There doesn’t seem to be 
an end to it.” 


A MOUNTAIN of debt underpins Britain's consumer spending 


‘Credit firms take over lives’ EX RSnvs: 


“THE AVERAGE debt 
people face is £10,000,” 
says Theresa Goss, who 
works as a money adviser in 
Cardiff. 

For millions of people 
with jobs it is already a con- 
stant struggle to keep up 
debt or credit card payments. 
For a growing number that 
struggle ends in failure 

“Maybe they’ ve lost their 
job, become ill, they’re dis- 
abled or a relationship has 
broken up,” explains Theresa 

The impact of debt can 
be horrific. 

“The clients I see, about 
a quarter of them have 
mental health problems. 

“A third are ill. A lot are 
disabled or have been made 
redundant. They’ re suffering 
from stress or have had a 
nervous breakdown,” says 
Theresa. 

“They don’t always get 
the benefits they’re entitled 
to when they lose jobs. 

“If people are made 


redundant then under the 
Jobseeker’s Allowance, if 
they’ve got a mortgage 
after 1995, they don’t get 
any assistance for 39 
weeks. You can easily lose 


your home.” 


In desperation people can 
turn to loan companies. Over 
three million households are 
now reliant on moneylenders, 
many of whom routinely 
charge over 150 percent in- 


terest for cash loans. 

“Lots of people depend 
on loan companies to sur- 
vive,” says Theresa. “They 
lend you a small amount and 
then charge a huge amount 
of interest on it. 

“They do weekly collec- 
tions and put people under a 
lot of pressure to pay up. 

“They encourage you to 
take out more loans to pay 
the last loan. These compa- 


nies pressure people to ne- 
glect their council tax and 
TV licences to pay them. 
These are things that you can 
go to prison for not paying. 
“They play on people’s 
fears. They threaten much 
more than they can do. 
“Catalogue companies 
threaten people with losing 
their homes if they don’t pay 
up. Sometimes they threaten 
to break into the house to get 


New scam on job figures 


WHEN IN opposition New Labour 
spokespeople rightly used to slam 
the Tories for fiddling the real un- 


employment figures. 


Yet the government is doing ex- 
actly the same now, according to a 
study by Paul Bivand, head of re- 
search at the Centre for Economic 


and Social Inclusion. 


Official unemployment figures fell 
by 6,200 in November. 


But they would have risen instead 
if the 6,600 people who stopped 
claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance to 


join government training schemes 


that month had been included. 

The government’s New Deal 
scheme forces people onto training 
schemes and temporarily off benefits. 


When they have finished the train- 


ing most return to claim Jobseeker’s 


Allowance, but as new claimants. 


their money back.” 

It is not just the smaller 
loan companies that put 
people under pressure. 

So do banks, credit card 
companies and some of the 
biggest finance companies in 
Britain. 

They bombard people in 
jobs, and especially those 
with mortgages, with con- 
stant offers of more loans, 
new credit cards, more debt. 

Then they are ruthless in 
getting their money back, plus 
profit in the form in interest. 

“The credit card compa- 
nies want to take people’s 
lives over. They don’t care,” 
says Theresa. 

“A client of mine was 
dying of cancer. Lloyds and 
TSB were still ringing him 
the week before he died. It 
was very distressing for him 
and his wife. 

“They’re not interested in 
how people live. The debt is 
the most important thing to 
them.” 


THE “consumer boom” of 
the last few years has been 
partly fuelled by the rapid 
rise of house prices. 

House prices are a key 
factor in Britain’s econ- 
omy. This is because the 
lack of decent and afford- 
able social housing has 
pushed a high proportion 
of people in this country 
compared to others into be- 
coming mortgage payers. 

Rising house prices 
have encouraged people to 
believe they have more 
wealth and so to borrow 
more against the “‘value” 
of their home. 

The remortgaging of 
homes is at record levels, 
accounting for 43 percent 
of lending last October. 

People have been bor- 
rowing record amounts, of 
up to £4 billion a month, 
against the value of their 
homes. 

Relatively low interest 
rates have also encouraged 


people to borrow too. 

Many commentators 
fear that the house price 
boom could burst, just as 
the last such boom did in 
the late 1980s. 

The consequences of 
the last house price crash 
in the late 1980s were 
horrific, with soaring 
repossessions. 

Now things could be 
worse still, with the whole 
debt-fuelled “consumer 
boom” coming crashing 
down if house prices falter. 

And any slump in con- 
sumer spending could tip 
the whole economy into 
wider recession, throwing 
more people out of work 
and sending the economy 
into a downward spiral 
which would spell misery 
for millions. 

That is the dismal 
prospect for 2003, five 
years after New Labour 
pledged “no more boom 
or bust”. 


Picture: RAY SMITH 
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Il AM sure | am not the 
only one who is dis- 
gusted to see York- 
based company Nesilé 
taking Ethiopia to court 
to claim $6 million over 
a company they lost to 
Ethiopian nationalisa- 
tion in 1975. 

In the first six 
months of this year 
Nestlé made profits of 
$3.9 billion, yet they 
want to take to court 
one of the poorest 
countries in the world. 

| for one will no 
longer be buying any 
Nestlé products. 
ANDREW 
COLLINGWOOD, York 


Ml ENJOYED reading 
Colin Barker’s thoughtful 
article which said those 
who find it hardest to or- 
ganise are often the poor- 
est in society. 

This partly explains 
the lack of protest in 
Poland, but not entirely. 

A major factor here is 
that people are so busy 
chasing the culture of 
consumerism that nobody 
has the time or motiva- 
tion to protest. 

| want to ask if anyone 
is planning an anti-war 
protest in Poland. If they 
are I'll join them. 

LYN ATTERBURY, 
Pila, Poland 


MFOR OVER 12 months 
members of the RMT 
and Aslef unions have 
been taking industrial 
action against train 
company Arriva North- 
ern over pay. 

In the first six 
months of the dispute 
Arriva lost £2 million. 

The government’s 
strategic rail authority 
has indicated that 
Arriva might get public 
money to avoid a fi- 
nancial shortfall be- 
cause of the action. 

This would remove 
any incentive for Arriva 
to settle the dispute, 
and tell trade unionists 
that if they strike New 
Labour will bail out their 
employer with public 
money. 

One more reason 
why trade unions 
should consider with- 
drawing funding from 
New Labour. 


JOHN 
APPLEYARD, Leeds 
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Soldiers get the 
anti-war message 


WE ORGANISED an anti-war 
stall in Milton Keynes on the 
Saturday before Christmas. 

People were queuing up to sign 
the Stop the War petition. Among 
those queuing to sign were five 


British soldiers. 


One had just left the army to “do 


something useful”—| 
job as a hospital porter. 


he has now got a 


One had left the army after fight- 
ing in the 1991 Gulf War. He is still 
haunted by images of dead Iraqis. 

The other three are still in the 


army. 


They all said that everyone in the 
army is discussing the war on Iraq. 


And they didn’t know of one soldier 


who supported the war. 


Unprompted they all said, “This is 
about oil,” and they did not see this 
as a justification for war. 

One of the soldiers active in the 
“Blair has got the 
weapons—they haven’t.” 

He went off wearing a Stop the 


army said, 


War badge. 


LIKATE HUNTER, Milton 


Keynes 


EX-SOLDIERS join protest at US army base, Stroud 


Picture: PETE SMITH 


Held hostage Mass movement is vital 
In their homes 


WHILE VISITING Palestine 
| went to Gaza City. | was 
struck by the graffiti. It is 
done with all the skill and 
inventiveness of artists on 
the New York subway, but 
this is not turf warfare—this 
is street politics. 

Many pieces depict ma- 
chine guns and Palestinian 
flags, and Israeli tanks being 
exploded by landmines. 

Down the only road south 
from Gaza City, you get to 
the beach, but you can’t stop 
there. It is in full view of the 
Net Zarim Jewish settlement 
and inhabitants regularly 
open fire on Palestinians. 

Last year, the cab driver 
informs us, a young girl was 
shot dead by a tank while 
walking on the beach. 

Along the coast Jewish 
settlers at Eden of Hof Tem- 
marim have swimming pools 
and sprinkler systems while 
100 yards away in Rafah 
refugee camp people have 


people have one water filter 
for the whole camp. 

The settlers control all 
the water supplies. 

Most Palestinians live 
under curfew every night. 

Every day you travel 
round in Gaza, you see 
more families and lives are 
being destroyed. 
ADRIAN HART, 

Southend 


Who arms 
Israelis? 


TONY BLAIR has met 
with the Syrian leader and 
even thrown in a future 
meeting with Palestinian 
leaders to convince us he 
wants to build a stable 
Middle East. 

His claims to care 
about the rights of Pales- 
tinians can be shot down 
in flames by the fact that 
the value of the UK mili- 
tary licences to Israel has 
increased from £12.5 mil- 
lion in 2000 to £22.5 mil- 
lion in 2001. 

British companies are 
profiting from the intifada. 

The core objective of 
Tony Blair’s diplomacy is 
war not peace. 

STUART McCABE, 
Glasgow 


| HAVE enormous admira- 
tion for the bravery of the 
Women With Bolt Croppers 
who broke into and sabo- 
taged Menwith Hill. 
However, | think that they 
are wrong to say that the 
mass demonstrations are 
achieving nothing. We have 
created a political crisis for 
Blair. The size of the move- 
ment has undermined the 
international credibility of 
Blair's support for war. 
Individual sabotage of 
the military, however heroic, 


will only be a marginal in- 
convenience to them. 

On the same day as their 
protest, 14 December, over 
500 marched to the US 
bomber base at RAF Fair- 
ford, near Swindon, which 
will be used to attack Iraq. 

Organising this march 
meant that we could openly 
organise and put the anti- 
war case. 

The Fairford demo in- 
cluded representatives of 
the local mosque and the 
Church of England, the 


mayor of Stroud and the 
Gloucester NUJ banner. 
In contrast, organising 
sabotage like the Bolt Crop- 
pers did inevitably means 
organising as a secret con- 
spiracy leaving them vul- 
nerable to repression. 
| think we do have to build 
mass civil disobedience at 
these military bases—but 
this must be organised by 
the many, not the few. 
ANDY NEWMAN, 
secretary Swindon Stop 
the War Coalition 


I WISH to express my sup- 
port for the building of the 
principled left wing elec- 
toral alternative to New 
Labour through the Social- 
ist Alliance. 

I have voted Labour in 
every election since 1997 but 
I now feel that I cannot vote 
for them again. 

My father has supported 
Labour for decades. He feels 
that, though he dislikes what 
New Labour stands for, a 
vote for anyone else may let 
the Tories back in. 

I also share this concern, 
but feel that I cannot vote for 
a party which has Tony Blair 
as its leader. 

I have no doubt that 
there are some good social- 
ists in the Labour Party. 

However, there are also 
a number of shameless ca- 
reerists who inhabit New 
Labour, often former Tories. 

Furthermore, I had never 
before realised how right 
wing some of the people are 
who proudly proclaim them- 
selves as Old Labour. 

Principled socialism from 
the Socialist Alliance will be 
an effective counterbalance 
to New Labour opportunism. 
SOCIALIST WORKER 

READER, Crewe 


Not much 
harmony 
at Corus 


DOWN HERE in Blair’s 
brave new South Wales the 
owners of Corus, the giant 
Port Talbot steel plant, have 
announced new plans. 

They want to improve 
the plant’s efficiency and 
competitiveness. 

They stopped buying 
Christmas selection boxes 
for the children of workers 
at the plant, saving thou- 
sands of pounds. 

This move is sure to 
terrify their steel rivals. 

They will also stop paying 
the wages of 12 workers se- 
riously injured in a horrific 
explosion at the plant 14 
months ago. Three workers 
were killed in this explosion. 

Steel workers and their 
families are still waiting to 
find out what happened. 

On 4 January a worker 
at the Corus plant in Llanelli 
was also killed in an indus- 
trial accident. 

New Labour has no in- 
tention of repealing the anti 
trade union laws which 
allow arrogant bosses like 
those at Corus to treat their 
workers with contempt. 

In the new year we would 
like to see a real solidarity 
with those fighting for justice 
in the workplaces—and the 
selection boxes back. 
HUW PUDNER, 

South Wales 


Firefighters are still fuming 
at a Labour MP's betrayal 


IN DECEMBER, firefighter 
Sian Griffiths wrote to So- 
cialist Worker complaining 
about the role of Jim Fitz- 
patrick, ex-FBU official and 
Labour MP, in the dispute. 


response. 


been silent about the dispute. 
I have done quite a lot of 
media interviews and clearly 
outlined my view. 

In short, I do not support 
the 40 percent, but then, I do 


secure that much. 


Here we print extracts not believe that the FBU 
of his reply and “a seriously expected to 


*DEAR SIAN, 

Although Socialist Worker 
doesn’t cross my desk very 
often your letter in last week’s 
issue was drawn to my 
attention. 

For months I have done as 
much as I could behind the 
scenes to avoid the dispute. 

I would contest that I have 


However, I do believe 


‘that a fairer deal is appropri- 


ate and have publicly (and 

privately) said as much. 
Finally I do believe that 

the service can be improved, 

as I know that you and the 

FBU do. 

Thope you find this helpful. 

Best wishes, 

JIM FITZPATRICK MP 


*DEAR JIM, 

Although you didn’t say 
very much, your letter was 
very telling and helpful. 

You say Socialist 
Worker doesn’t cross your 
desk very often. Maybe it 
should! Obviously the copi- 
ous, honest articles about 
the FBU and our dispute 
aren’t interesting enough to 
warrant your attention. 

I personally have not seen 
hide nor hair of you before 
or during this dispute. 

You smugly, patronisingly 
and brazenly criticise our 
claim for a £30,000 minimum 
firefighter wage. 

How dare you, when you 


bunch of charlatans secured 
over 40 percent for your- 
selves. This is paid by us 
and did not require an 
“4{ndependent” review. 

It appears that you, like 
the rest, are prepared to see 
this job, along with every 
other service, public or oth- 
erwise, go completely down 
the pan. All starkly in con- 
trast to this government’s 
pre-election promises. 

Once again, profit before 
everything. 

PS: A small tip—actions 
speak louder than words. 
SIAN GRIFFITHS, 
watch commander, 

West London 


AFTER THE BIRMINGHAM MURDERS 


What ts the truth 
about gun crime? 


THE HORRIFIC killing of two young women in 
Birmingham on New Year’s Eve has sparked 
a debate—and a moral panic—about gun 


Newspapers make figures up 


CLAIM: Gun crime has 
almost trebled in most 
cities over the last year. 
FACT: The number of of- 
fences in which firearms 
were reportedly used rose 
from 16,000 in 1994 to 
19,500 in 2001. 

The vast majority of 
these offences involve 
people mucking about with 
air rifles. They are offences 


of vandalism—annoying 
but not lethal. 

There is a huge differ- 
ence in offences where 
firearms are said to be 
“used” and those in which 
firearms actually go off 
which are much lower. 
CLAIM: Gun deaths are 
spiralling out of control. 
FACT: The papers are 
bandying about figures 


without any regard to what 
they mean or to accuracy. 
The Observer said that last 
year 417 people were 
killed in shootings, the 
Times put the number at 
73 


Home Office figures 
say that between April and 
November 2001 30 
people were killed in gun 
murders. In 1993 the total 


Violence in this song 


CULTURE SECRETARY Kim How- 
ells has attacked the “macho idiots”’ 


of rap music. 


Howells has never laid into the vi- 
olence and bigotry promoted by white 
rock groups, and he ignores black 
singers who denounce violence like Ms 


Dynamite. 


At the rugby clubs in Howell’s Pon- 
typridd constituency he could hear a 
song with the following words sung on 


Saturday nights: 


I saw the light on the night that I 
passed by her window. 
T saw the flickering shadows of love 


on her blind. 


As she deceived me I watched and 
went out of my mind... 


She stood there laughing. 


I felt the knife in my hand, and she 
laughed no more. 
But this is Tom Jones’s “Delilah” 
rather than So Solid Crew, so it’s re- 


garded as harmless. Rap music reflects 


the lives of sections of people. It does 
not cause the violence around them. 
Conor McNicholas, editor of the 


NME magazine said, “‘There is more 


rap music bought and listened to by 


white kids in Swindon than by black 


kids in Hackney, and no one is talk- 


She was my woman. 


ing about gun culture on the streets of 
white suburban Britain.” 


figure was 35 and in 1997 
it was 39. 

Over 60 percent of all 

recorded British gun 
deaths are suicides. 
CLAIM: The police are 
struggling to cope with the 
huge increase in gun 
crime. 
FACT: Part of the appar- 
ent huge percentage in- 
crease in gun crime 
results from changes in 
how the police record 
crime. 

Two years ago the 
police were criticised for 
not recording crimes re- 
ported to them in order to 
make their clear-up rates 
look better. 

Now they are under 
more pressure to record 
crimes, the statistics have 
jumped upwards. 

The British Crime 
Survey found that violent 
crime has fallen by 17 per- 
cent since 1999. 

The survey says, “For 
violence against the person 
offences, the impact of 
recording changes may 
have been to turn a 5 per- 
cent real fall into an 8 per- 
cent increase.” 


Picture: PA PHOTOS 


Racism 
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crime. 


Newspapers are screaming about “warfare on our 
streets”. They say our inner cities are awash with gun- 
toting crack cocaine dealers. 


Politicians and the police 
line up to point the finger of 
blame at hip-hop and rap 
bands. 

No sane person likes the 
idea of young people being 
caught up in gunfights. 

But the media are obscur- 
ing the reality of what is hap- 
pening and vastly overstating 
the scale of what is going on. 

There is nothing new or 
unique about lurid stories of 
gangs and turf wars. 

In every generation young 
people grow up surrounded 
by images of wealth and suc- 
cess. Riches are dangled just 
out of reach. 

Some will try their best to 
become a success through 
hard work and immense per- 
sonal effort—only for almost 
all of them to find their ef- 
forts blocked by the lack of 
opportunities on offer. 


Grasp 


Others will become 
rebels. 

A few will break the law 
in an effort to grasp the glit- 
tering prizes owned by a few. 

The same conditions of 
deprivation and alienation 
which bred the “razor gangs” 
of the 1950s or the Kray 
gang in the 1960s are creat- 
ing today’s inner city gangs. 

Illegal trading forms 
around whatever activity has 
been classified by the state 


shapes 


people’s lives 


THE RIGHT wing 
press has jumped on 
fears about gun crime 
to whip up racism. 

They talk of a 
violent black culture 
imported by drug 
dealers from 
Jamaica, and gun 
running from Bosnia. 

David Blunkett and 
other ministers see 
no hypocrisy in 
denouncing black 
musicians for 
“glamorising 
violence” while 
planning a murderous 
attack on Iraq. 

They also ignore 
the reality of life for 
black people. 

Black pupils are 
nearly six times more 
likely than white 
pupils to be excluded 
from school. In 2000-1 
some 13 white 
children per 10,000 
were excluded from 
school. 

The figure for 


black pupils was 74 
per 10,000. 

Black people are 
eight times more 
likely to be stopped 
and searched by the 
police. 

Black people are 
around four times 
more likely than 
whites to be arrested. 

And they are ar- 
ound six times as 
likely to be given 
prison sentences. 

Black men are 2.5 
times more likely to 
be out of work. 

This is not about 
culture or lack of 
ambition. It is about 
racism. 

Wi For more on the 
reality of racism in 
Britain see Hassan 
Mahamdiallie’s article 
“Racism, Myth and 
Realities” in 
International 
Socialism 95, £3 from 
ISJ, PO Box 82, 
London E3 3LH. 


by JUDY COX 


as illegal—today it is drugs, 
in the past it was betting or 
alcohol. 

To some people gang 
members can become cult 
figures because they live 
outside the boring drudgery 
of everyday life and seem 
to have got one over on the 
establishment. 

When the gangster 
Ronnie Kray was buried in 
1995 tens of thousands of 
ordinary people lined the 
streets of London’s East 
End. 

Violent gangs only seem 
glamorous because so many 
other avenues are closed off 
to young working class 
people, especially to black 
people. 

From a very young age 
many working class children 
face deprivation and hostil- 
ity from the authorities. 

They feel rejected, ig- 
nored, criticised and power- 
less to shape the institutions 
of society. 

Faced with the prospect 
of dead end jobs and being 
poor in a society which 
exalts capitalist success, a 
small minority of both black 
and white young people turn 
to dealing drugs as a way to 
make money. 

Some of these will use 
guns to control the market. 
The people they are most 
likely to hurt are themselves. 

All of this is a social 
product. 


China 


But the only solution on 
offer from the government is 
longer prison sentences for 
possessing illegal weapons, 
and more armed police. This 
is not going to work. 

“Tf longer sentences had 
any part to play in reducing 
the crime rate Britain would 
have the lowest crime rate in 
Europe,” argues Professor 
David Wilson from the Uni- 
versity of Central England. 

“We have the highest 
prison population in Europe 
and mandatory sentences— 
we also have among the 
highest crime rates. 

“There are broader 
social economic policies 
that will make a difference 
to young people carrying 
guns.” 

British courts jail more 
people proportional to the 
population than China, Saudi 
Arabia or Turkey, according 
to a Home Office report. 

The only way to tackle 
gun crime is to challenge the 
deprivation, racism and 
alienation suffered by young 
working class people. 
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what socialists say 


Cloning: the facts 
behind the myths 


CALL ME cynical if you 
want, but | am not 
easily convinced by 
claims from a bizarre 
cult led by a former 
racing car driver who 
says he has been visited 
by extraterrestrials. 

| become more scepti- 
cal when this cult explain 
they have cloned a human, 
and say it is linked to their 
belief that humans origi- 
nated when extraterres- 
trials cloned themselves. 

Whatever the truth, the 
story has fuelled a flurry of 
debate on cloning. 

Getting beyond the dis- 
turbing images of the dis- 
cussions means getting basic 
facts straight. 

A clone is an individual 
that is genetically identical 
to another. Both human and 
other animal clones occur 
naturally. They are called 
identical twins. 

The debate about cloning 
is about scientists trying to 
create clones in a lab from 
an adult animal or human. 

The issue hit the head- 
lines when in 1997 scientists 
in Edinburgh successfully did 
this, creating Dolly the sheep. 
Since then many more ani- 
mals have been cloned. 

There seems to be no 
reason why at a technical 
level it would not be feasible 
to repeat this with humans. 

At the heart of the 
debate is a vision deeply 
rooted in prevailing ideas in 
society—that we all want to 
produce offspring that are 
biologically “ours”. 

Cloning is an extension 
of this notion. What better 
way to be sure an offspring 
is “yours” than for it to be a 
clone? 

This view is rooted in 
talk of “selfish” genes 
which extend alleged 
animal behaviour to 
humans. 

Popular science writers 
casually explain how humans 
are basically like apes, with 
would-be alpha males com- 
peting to ensure it is their 
genes that are passed on. 

Females select for the 
best genes to ensure their 
offspring survive. 

Except that there is no ev- 
idence to support these ideas. 


PAUL McGARR 
on why science 
can’t make us alll 
the same 


Serious studies of apes 
have shown that females are 
expert at having sex with a 
wide range of males. 

Studies of other species, 
for example birds, have un- 
derlined a similar point. 

Humans are not apes, 
still less birds. 

| suspect that any proper 
study would reveal far more 
interesting patterns of pa- 
ternity than many think— 
certainly enough to upset 
the Daily Mail. 

Another fallacy lies at the 
heart of the cloning debate. 

This is a genetic deter- 
minism which assumes that 
because two individuals share 
the same genes they are 
somehow the same, or at 
least a very similar, person. 

Other than in the most 
trivial sense that identical 
twins look more alike than 
most people, this is simply 
false. 


Small 


Identical twins are not 
the same people. 

Even on a physical level 
their childhood resemblance 
usually lessens as they grow 
older. 

More important, in every 
human measure, from emo- 
tions and personality to in- 
tellect and sexuality, they are 
radically different people. 

This is because genes are 
just one important but small 
part of what makes us who 
we are. 

Genes, from the earliest 
stage of development in the 
womb, only exist in constant 
interaction with the wider 
environment, both physical 
and, later, social. 

The fact that the finger- 
prints on your left and right 
thumb are not the same is 
one example of how identi- 
cal genes don’t produce 
identical outcomes. So too is 
the different pattern of cats’ 
whiskers on either side of 
their faces. 

Such trivial examples are 
amplified a thousandfold 


when it comes to more com- 
plex physical characteristics. 

And with subtle and 
complex aspects of human 
behaviour, such as sexuality, 
personality or intellect, any 
attempt to reduce these to 
genes is simply silly. 

Some rather sad, if usu- 
ally rich, people may dream 
of creating designer babies 
with predetermined charac- 
teristics through cloning. 

It is a dream which they 
will never be able to realise. 

Cloning will never achieve 
what the rich’s privilege and 
public schools do far more 
effectively—producing people 
with a certain mentality and 
outlook on the world. 


Visions 


The notion that a clone 
of some adult would be es- 
sentially the same person is 
what drives the nightmare 
vision of dictators repro- 
ducing themselves or the 
fantasy of people achieving 
some kind of immortality. 

Again these are visions 
which can never be realised. 
A clone of yourself would a 
different person to you. 

A clone of Hitler would 
not have been Hitler. De- 
pending on the physical and 
social circumstances he 
could have turned out to be 
a warm hearted liberal or a 
committed socialist. 

There are genuine 
and important debates 
to be had about cloning. 
There are real issues of 
safety, and ethical and 
social issues too. 

Equally important are 
debates around therapeu- 
tic cloning, which is not 
about producing cloned 
people but using the tech- 
nique to produce cloned 
tissue and cells which could 
treat disease. 

All such debates are best 
able to take place if the real 
issues are examined, free 
from the ideologically driven 
context the media put them 
in now. 

Such issues can only be 
properly examined and de- 
cided when science is freed 
from commercial concerns 
and secrecy, and instead 
driven by human need and 
a concern for knowledge. 


DONALD RUMSFELD, ANTHRAX AND PLAGUE 


DONALD RUMSFELD, the US 
defence secretary, is urging 
George Bush on to attack Iraq. 

He demands war because “Iraq 
has nuclear and chemical weapons 
capacity”. 

But one of the US’s top daily 
newspapers, the Washington Post, 
last week underlined Rumsfeld’s 
gross hypocrisy. 

It detailed how Rumsfeld played a 
key role in supporting and arming 
Saddam Hussein in the 1980s. He 
was a key part of the project that saw 
the US supply the Iraqi military with 
viruses such as anthrax and bubonic 
plague for use against his enemies. 

Journalist Michael Dobbs says in 
the article, “Declassified documents 
show Rumsfeld travelled to Baghdad 
at a time when Iraq was using chem- 
ical weapons on an ‘almost daily’ 
basis in defiance of international 
conventions. 

“The story of US involvement 
with Saddam Hussein included large 
scale intelligence sharing, supply of 
cluster bombs through a Chilean front 
company and facilitating Iraq’s ac- 
quisition of chemical and biological 
precursors.” 

Rumsfeld was appointed by US 
president Ronald Reagan to be his 
special presidential envoy to Iraq for 
seven months from 1983 to 1984. 

The US government had come to 
back Iraq after Saddam Hussein 
launched war against Iran in 1980. 
The US had seen its ally, the Shah of 
Tran, toppled in 1979, and feared that 
revolution would spread across the 
Middle East unless the new Iranian 
government was smashed. 

Rumsfeld was sent to Iraq because 
he was trusted to follow orders with- 
out question. 

He had been deputy defence sec- 
retary under US president Ford from 
1975 to 1977, Ford’s chief of staff 
from 1974 to 1975, US ambassador 
to NATO from 1973 to 1974 and held 
various jobs in US president Nixon’s 
administration from 1969 to 1973. 


*The non-governmental 
organisations, these 
people stand up and 
fuss at the United 

States because there’s a 
baby in the streets who 
was killed by 
something.® 

Rumsfeld on critics of the US 
war on Afghanistan, from a 
transcript of an interview 
with the editorial board of the 
New York Times, November 


by HELEN SHOOTER 


Rumsfeld’s job was to boost US 
relations with Iraq—despite the 
regime’s use of chemical weapons. 

In November 1983, a month 
before Rumsfeld made his first visit 
to Iraq, US Secretary of State George 
Schultz was told intelligence reports 
showed that Iraqi troops were resort- 
ing to “almost daily use of chemical 
weapons” against the Iranians. 

But when Rumsfeld arrived on 19- 
20 December, he did not condemn the 
Iraqi regime. 

The message he carried to Saddam 
Hussein was that the US regarded 
“any major reversal of Iraq’s fortunes 
as a strategic defeat for the West”. 

Rumsfeld told Saddam Hussein 
that the US was ready for a resump- 
tion of full diplomatic relations, ac- 
cording to a State Department report 
of the conversation. 


*He is the most ruthless 
man I ever met.°® 


Henry Kissinger, US war 
criminal 


Iraqi leaders later described them- 
selves as “extremely pleased” with 
Rumsfeld’s visit which had “elevated 
US/Iraqi relations to a new level’. 

“The fact that Iraq was using 
chemical weapons was hardly a 
secret,” says Michael Dobbs in the 
Washington Post. 

On 5 March 1984 a US state de- 
partment issued a statement saying, 
“Available evidence indicates Iraq 
has used lethal chemical weapons.” 

The next month Rumsfeld went 
back to Baghdad to meet Tariq Aziz, 
then Iraq’s foreign minister. 

He again did not condemn the 
regime for using chemical weapons. 

On the day of his visit a United Na- 
tions report said, “Mustard gas laced 


with a nerve agent has been used on 
Iranian soldiers in the 43-month Per- 
sian Gulf War between Iran and Iraq, 
a team of experts has concluded.” 

Yet the New York Times reported 
from Baghdad on 29 March, “Amer- 
ican diplomats pronounce themselves 
satisfied with relations between Iraq 
and the United States and suggest 
normal diplomatic ties have been re- 
stored in all but name.” 

It was not simply that Rumsfeld 
said nothing about the Iraqi regime 
using poison gas. He sent out clear 
signals that Saddam Hussein was a 
man to do business with. 

Dobbs confirms, “The administra- 
tions of Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush Sr authorised the sale to Iraq of 
numerous items that had both mili- 
tary and civilian applications, in- 
cluding poisonous chemicals and 
deadly biological viruses, such as an- 
thrax and bubonic plague. 

“The US policy of cultivating 
Hussein as a moderate and reasonable 
Arab leader continued right up until 
he invaded Kuwait in August 1990, 
documents show.” 

Dobbs reports the statement of 
Howard Teicher, a former National 
Security Council official, who ac- 
companied Rumsfeld to Iraq in 1983. 

Teicher admitted in a sworn court 
affidavit in 1995 that the US “actively 
supported the Iraqi war effort”. 

Dobbs says in the Washington 
Post, “A 1994 investigation by the 
Senate banking committee turned up 
dozens of biological agents shipped 
to Iraq during the mid-1980s under li- 
cence from the commerce department 
including various strains of anthrax.” 

The weaponry supplied by the US 
in the 1980s has almost certainly been 
destroyed by now. But unlike 20 
years ago Saddam Hussein is no 
longer a US ally. 

So the same Rumsfeld who bro- 
kered deals with Saddam Hussein is 
ready to murder Iraqi civilians in 
order to bring about “regime change” 
and demonstrate US power. 


This warmonger 
cid deals with iraq 


BLOODY HANDS: Rumsfeld 
(above) wants war now, but 
helped Saddam Hussein in the 
1980s (below) 


He is a millionaire as well 


RUMSFELD LIKES to come across as 
a folksy character and is sometimes por- 
trayed as a bit of a joke. 

In fact he is a cynical warmonger 
who is obscenely wealthy. He owns 
assets worth $217 million. 

From 1977 to 1985 he was the chief 
executive officer of G D Searle, the 
pharmaceutical firm which was later 
bought out by Monsanto, the company 
specialising in GM foods. 

He cut a third of the workforce, 
which boosted shares in the company 
from $12 to around $60. 

From 1990 to 1993 as chairman and 
chief executive of General Instruments, 


which was bought out by Motorola, he 
carried out another jobs massacre and 
again shares shot up—from $15 to $50. 

His management techniques earned 
him a place in Fortune magazine’s “Ten 
toughest bosses in America’. 

As a director of Gulfstream Aero- 
space, his stock in the company was 
valued at $11 million when the firm was 
acquired by General Dynamics in 1999. 

But he likes to claim that he kept his 
business interests in defence companies 
separate from his position as US defence 
secretary. 

Rumsfeld is a key figure behind the 
Star Wars missile plan that would allow 


the US to launch a first strike against 
targets all over the world. 

In 1999 he headed a congressional 
commission that heavily promoted Na- 
tional Missile Defence. 

He was awarded the “Keeper of the 
Flame” by the right wing organisation 
the Centre for Security Policy. 

The group is pro Star Wars. It is 
funded by corporations which seek to 
become Star Wars contractors. 

Rumsfeld is against a ban on chem- 
ical weapons. 

He opposes nuclear test bans, argu- 
ing that this would make it difficult to 
build new, more powerful weapons. 


Picture: PA PHOTOS 
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FLEXIBILITY 


Will new rules help 
working parents? 


FLEXIBILITY is trum- 
peted by the New 
Labour government. 

Flexible working 
practices, we are told, 
will benefit both work- 
ers, who will be able to 
spend more time with 
their families, and 
bosses, who will gain a 
happier and more pro- 
ductive workforce. 

A government study 
which made headline 
news last week suggests 
most workers also want 
more flexible work. 

The survey of 4,000 
workers found that one 
in three workers inter- 
viewed would prefer flex- 
ible working hours to an 
extra £1,000 a year or 
other job benefits. 

Bosses’ organisations 
have created an outcry 
against the government’s 
planned new legislation, 
due to come in on 6 April 
this year, which is sup- 
posed to introduce rights 
for workers to demand 
“flexibility”’. 

This includes a right 
for four million workers 
with children under six, 
and 200,000 working 
parents with disabled 
children up to age 18, to 
request more flexible 
working. 

The package also in- 
cludes an increase in ma- 
ternity leave and pay, and 
the right to two weeks 
paid paternity leave. 

Trade and industry 
secretary Patricia Hewitt 
hails the legislation as 
“family friendly’, help- 
ing workers to achieve a 
“work-life” balance. 

Of course any legis- 
lation which makes life 
easier for workers is 
welcome. 

But the government 
has already watered down 
its legislation under pres- 
sure from the employers. 

For example, there is 
no obligation on bosses 
to agree to “flexible” 
arrangements. 

Bosses merely have to 
“seriously consider” 
workers’ requests. The 
onus is on the worker to 
take their boss to an in- 
dustrial tribunal if the 
firm refuses to consider 
flexibility. 

Only if the employers 
are proved unreasonable 
is the worker entitled to 
any compensation. 

Even then the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Indus- 
try has ruled out the 
unions’ demand that 
workers should have the 
right to claim compensa- 
tion of up to 52 weeks pay. 

Instead it set the limit 
at eight weeks—much 
closer to bosses’ organi- 
sations’ proposals for a 
four-week limit. 

This prompted the 
bosses’ Financial Times to 
declare, “Business leaders 
have won a clear victory.” 

The word “flexibil- 
ity” means entirely dif- 
ferent things to bosses 
and workers. 

Workers want real 
measures to deal with jug- 
gling unsociable shifts and 
excessive working hours 
with bringing up children, 
caring for elderly relatives 
and getting some sort of 


BOSSES WANT us all to work harder 


decent home life. 

For bosses flexibility is 
about imposing their con- 
trol in the workplace, not 
about meeting workers’ 
needs. 

It has become a code 
word for sacking work- 
ers, introducing longer 
hours, weekend or 
evening work, crazy 
shifts and fewer holidays. 

Bosses use flexibility 
as a cover to make work- 
ers even more at their 
beck and call—in order 
to squeeze more profits 
from the workforce. 

In other words they 
want to increase exploita- 
tion of workers—or, as 
some commentators have 
dubbed it, “flexploita- 
tion’. 


Caring 


According to the 
Joseph Rowntree Trust 
the number of workers 
employed in flexible or 
casual work has grown 
massively in recent years. 

So has the number of 
agency workers, em- 
ployed with far fewer 
rights and benefits. 

That means more 
evening, night and 
weekend work, making 
it even harder to fit in 
childcare or caring for 
other relatives. 

Today, for example, 
some 14 percent of moth- 
ers and 17 percent of fa- 
thers work evenings or 
nights several times a 
week. 

The government’s 
own survey itself high- 
lighted the huge gulf be- 
tween what workers want 
from flexibility and the 
“flexible” conditions im- 
posed on them by their 
employers. 

The survey found that 
more than 80 percent of 
workers felt pressure to 
work longer hours even 
after they had finished 
for the day. 

Working hours in 
Britain are horrendous— 
putting huge strains on 


family relationships. 

A US study in 200( 
found that families witk 
children in the bottom 
quarter for reading anc 
maths were “signifi: 
cantly more likely to face 
working conditions tha 
made it difficult or im- 
possible for parents tc 
adequately assist thei 
children”. 

One in six of parent: 
with children in the bottom 
quarter for reading workec 
evenings. Half of these 
parents lacked paid leave. 

Similarly one in five 
parents whose childrer 
had been suspended from 
school worked evenings 
and one in eight workec 
nights. 

And in all cases par. 
ents who were single anc 
living near or below the 
poverty line had worse 
working conditions, les: 
paid leave and less rea 
flexibility. 

To be genuinely 
“family friendly” the 
government, at the very 
minimum, should reduce 
the working day with nc 
loss in pay across the 
board. 

It should introduce 
more rights to paic 
leave, holidays and othe1 
rights at work, with rea’ 
sanctions to enforce suck 
legislation. 

And it should mas. 
sively invest in free, or a 
least affordable, gooc 
quality childcare. 

But this is a govern. 
ment in hock to the in- 
terests of big business. 

For Blair flexibility is 
part of a neo-libera 
agenda of privatisatior 
of public services and at- 
tacking workers’ right: 
that he and his right 
wing pals, Berlusconi 0} 
Italy and Aznar of Spain 
want to drive througl 
across Europe. 

Despite all its rhetoric 
the whole thrust of Nev 
Labour’s policies is to in. 
crease, not decrease, the 
pressures on hard-pressec 
parents. 


@One in six workers in Britain— 
that’s some four million workers— 
do more than 48 hours a week. 

@One in four men work more than 


48 hours a week. 


@One third of fathers in Britain 
spend more than 50 hours at work, 
the worst level in Europe. 

@Eight out of ten fathers com- 
plained that their working hours 
made it much more difficult to share 
childcare and household tasks. 


by HAZEL CROF 
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PRIVATISATION OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, POST OF FICE 


Why Clare Short Is 
wrong on GATS deal 


HE BRITISH government is 

playing a key role in devis- 

ing a new world trade agree- 

ment that will clear the way 
for multinationals to grasp even 
more control. 

The General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS) will act as a weapon in 
the privatisers’ armoury. 

GATS is part of the agreements of the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO). In its 
latest form it threatens to prise open 
public services. 

It could lead to governments having 
to let companies bid for services like 
health and education, and answer to the 
discipline of the WTO if contracts do not 
go to the lowest bidder. 

The GATS negotiation process is now 
at a key stage. It has been driven by the 
US, Britain, the European Union, Canada 
and Japan. 

New Labour last week finished “con- 
sultation” on GATS. All the signs are that 
business and bankers were the only 
people it really listened to. 

International development secretary 
Clare Short is in favour of GATS. She 
says it is “absolutely false” that the agree- 
ment will force privatisation of the public 
sector. “Nobody”, she claims, “has pro- 
posed any free trade in public services.” 

She adds that those who claim that 
Gats will lead to privatisation are “con- 
spiracy theorists”. 

Short’s backing for GATS fits with her 
idea that more trade and partnership with 
multinationals are the way to help the poor. 

But the 1980s and 90s, a period of 
almost unparalleled growth in world 
trade and corporate power, saw a huge 
rise in inequality. 

In sub-Saharan Africa the number of 
people living on less than $1 a day rose by 
a third. In South Asia it rose by 50 million. 

GATS will not benefit the 1.2 billion 
people worldwide who do not have drink- 
able water or the 125 million who do not 
go to school. 

They will get more water privatis- 
ation (a move that has raised Ghanaian 
water prices by a third) and more charges 
for schooling. Western multinationals 
will benefit. 

Nobody seriously expects a Malian or 
Bangladeshi company to bid successfully 
to run British schools or hospitals. But, at 
the right price, BUPA or Thames Water 
would love to get their hands on those 
services in Mali or Bangladesh. 

Many campaigners argue that services 
in the US and Europe are a primary target 
of the corporations which lobby for 
GATS. 

The draft agreement excludes opening 
up government services that are not “in 
competition with private sector suppliers”. 
That seems to back up Short’s claim that 
there will not be enforced privatisation. 

And Article 1.3 of GATS excludes 
“services supplied in the exercise of 


governmental authority neither on a 
commercial basis nor in competition 
with one or more service suppliers”. 

But then nearly every public service 
in Britain now competes in some way 
with private operators. 

Royal Mail competes with DHL 
couriers. The NHS competes with BUPA. 
Your local secondary school “competes” 
with Eton College. 


If GATS is passed, how can 


IT IS a huge error—or a deliberate 
lie—to think that GATS will help or- 
dinary people. 

But it is also wrong to think that 
GATS is separate from a wider process 
or that if it is passed then there is noth- 
ing we can do about privatisation. 

Governments do not need GATS to 
go ahead with privatisation. 

New Labour has already opened 
up the NHS to the private sector. 

Many catering, portering and do- 
mestic services are already contracted 
out. 

Now ministers plan primary care 
trusts and foundation hospitals that 
have their own financial freedoms 


and privately run diagnostic and 
treatment centres. 

The government also wants pri- 
vate suppliers to take over “failing 
hospitals”. 

However, GATS will entrench and 
develop such moves. 

The British government could 
always stand up to the WTO and 
other bodies. They refuse to because 
they believe in the central message of 
being “business friendly” and “pro- 
competition”. 

Powerful countries already brush 
aside WTO rules when they are in- 
convenient. George Bush defied WTO 
rules to impose tariffs on steel imports 


ANTI-PRIVATISATION protesters in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, in August 2001 and Hereford in Britain, September 2001 


The US government is particularly 
keen to see British higher education 
opened up to the private sector. 

It is easy to imagine a future of top-up 
fees, elite colleges sometimes run by US 
firms, and underfunded colleges for the 
majority of students. 

How far GATS goes will depend on 
how much resistance there is from work- 
ers, and on power relations between 
countries and within the WTO. 

Leaked minutes of meetings at the 
British Department for Trade and Indus- 
try (DTD showed the government was 
giving major firms privileged access in 
developing a GATS strategy. 

The minutes record the DTI civil ser- 
vant responsible for negotiating GATS 
admitting that the case for liberalisation 
of services was “vulnerable when the 


anti-GATS campaigners asked for proof 
of where the economic benefits of liber- 
alisation lay”. 

Most trade unions are against GATS. 
Union leaders including Dave Prentis 
(Unison), Billy Hayes (CWU), Bill Morris 
(TGWU), Paul Mackney (Natfhe), Jeremy 
Dear (NUJ), Eamonn O’ Kane (NAS- 
UWT), Ed Sweeney (Unifi) and Sally Hunt 
(AUT) recently sent a letter to the 
Guardian. 

It argued, “The fundamental approach 
of GATS poses a threat to quality public 
services,” and demanded that the govern- 
ment pulls out of negotiations until there 
has been proper democratic debate. 

Trade unionists and anti-capitalists 
should be joining in demands for GATS 
to be halted now. 


Charlie Kimber 


we fight back against it? 


to the US. 

This will take years to settle, and 
the US will hope to bribe and bully 
other countries to do its bidding. 

It is no answer to call for more 
power for national states as a coun- 
terweight to bodies like the WTO or 
huge multinationals. 

As John Pilger has written, “For 
all the vivid examples of modern cor- 
porate power, such as the annual 
income of Motorola being equal to the 
annual income of Nigeria’s 118 million 
people, it is folly to believe that big 
business on its own is shaping the new 
world order. 

“This allows the argument against 


globalisation to be depoliticised, re- 
ducing it to single issues of ‘ethical 
trading’ and ‘codes of conduct’, and 
inviting its co-option. 

“Above all, it misses the point that 
state power in the West is accelerating.” 

Struggles in Bolivia, South Africa, 
Europe and elsewhere have defeated 
multinationals or stopped govern- 
ments selling off services. 

They show workers can fight pri- 
vatisation. Beating GATS is part of a 
wider struggle to put people before 
profit and replace the system we live 
under with one where workers demo- 
cratically decide issues of production 
and trade. 


Picture: PA PHOTOS 


How was it set up and 


what is happening now? 


THE GENERAL Agreement on 
Trade in Services was drawn up at 
the World Trade Organisation in 
1994. 

Article 19 from this treaty 
commits governments to 
“achieving a progressively higher 
level of liberalisation and 
increasing the general level of 
specific commitments undertaken 
by members”. 

GATS covers 160 sectors 
including schools, hospitals, 
rubbish collection and libraries. 

Negotiations are now under 
way to extend the agreement. 

By 31 March this year all the 
140 countries in the WTO will 
have to state which of their own 
services they are prepared to 
have covered by new GATS rules. 

The WTO ministerial summit 
(similar to the 1999 Seattle 
meeting) at Cancun in Mexico in 
September will then hold major 
talks about the scope and power 
of GATS rules. 

The entire process is supposed 
to finish by 2005. 

Last April the draft of what 
changes the European Union (EU) 
wanted in other countries’ laws 
was leaked to GATS campaigners 
and the press. 

This was a 1,000-page wish list 
of the rules and regulations that 
EU corporations want eliminated. 

The draft showed plans for 
further private sector involvement 
in key services including water, 
electricity, postal services and 
telecommunications worldwide. 

The EU was also specifically 
demanding the elimination of laws 
allowing developing countries to 
regulate foreign investment. 

These include Malaysian laws 
which scrutinise foreign 
takeovers of local firms, and rules 
in Mexico and Chile which restrict 
foreign ownership of land. 


Why are vital services 
being targeted? 
THE SERVICE sector is vast. 

According to the European 
Commission, “This sector 
accounts for two thirds of the 
EU’s economy and jobs, almost a 
quarter of the EU’s total exports 
and a half of all foreign 
investment flowing from the EU to 
other parts of the world.” 

The World Bank calculates that 
privately backed service 
infrastructure developments 
(water, sewage, transport, 
telecoms, energy) rose from $15.6 
billion a year in 1990 to $120 billion 
a year in 1997. 

About 15 percent of this was 
direct investment by multinational 
corporations. 

Businesses want to grab more 
profits from services. But at 
present much of the sector is 
controlled or regulated by 
governments. 

In Europe most health and 
education services are run by the 
state. It would be a hugely juicy 
market if it was opened up entirely 
to business. 


World Development Movement 
www.wdm.org.uk 

Globalise Resistance 
www.resist.org.uk 

For full information on the latest 
in the GATS negotiations 
www.gatswatch.org 


view 
The ‘regime 
change’ gang 


“TROOPS IN the Philippines have res- 
cued a kidnapped Italian priest who had 
been held on the southern island of Min- 
danao for six months. 

“He was kidnapped in October by a gang 
of bandits called the Pentagon Gang. The 
military says the group is mainly made up 
of former members of the separatist Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front. 

“Philippine President Arroyo said Father 
Pierantoni’s rescue was a big step towards 
achieving peace in the troubled southern 
Philippines. 

“‘Give them no quarter. Annihilate these crim- 
inal gangs. | appeal to the people, to our Muslim 
brothers, to help us end this scourge of kid- 
napping,’ she said.” 

| read that report on BBC News online in April 
2002. 

I’ve recently become a collector of calls 
for what has been termed “regime change”. 

Everyone knows about Iraq, and about 
George W Bush’s call for the Palestinians to re- 
place Yasser Arafat. Readers of the Times know 
of Ariel Sharon’s recent interview calling for the 
toppling of the Iranian government. 

Ted Galen-Carpenter, a vice-president of the 
US’s right wing Cato Institute, gave a remark- 
able interview on the BBC World Service just 
after the Bali bombing, stating that Indonesia 
had been slow to adopt anti-terrorism measures 
urged upon it by the US. 

“At some point,” he said, “if the Megawati 
government is not sufficiently cooperative, the 
US would start to talk to elements within the In- 
donesian military and see if the government 
could be replaced with one that could be more 
cooperative and more accommodating.” 


Hierarchical societies 


It would be a double irony if the US did spon- 
sor a coup against Megawati, as readers will 
recall that they did something similar to her 
father in 1965. 

You may object that these people aren’t gov- 
ernment officials. But they clearly have the ear 
of the administration. They’re part of what you 
might call a wider “Pentagon Gang”. 

But the enthusiasm for regime change isn’t 
confined to the right wing. 

Christopher Hitchens recently appeared on 
a documentary on Channel 4 to argue in favour 
of war on Iraq, on the basis that it would provoke 
a crisis in Saudi Arabia that would topple the 
ruling family there. 

Similarly, the moderate Republican senator 
John McCain in an article in Time magazine, 
advocated pre-emptive war against Iraq, and 
that “change must also come to Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Pakistan, Iran, the Palestinian Author- 
ity, and wherever nations are ordered to exalt 
the few at the expense of the many.” 

British left wingers should be wary of these 
superficially appealing sentiments. A century 
ago the German writer August Bebel wrote of 
anti-Semitism as “the socialism of fools”. 

Now we have “the egalitarianism of fools’*— 
a legitimate dislike of authoritarian, partriarchal 
or hierarchical societies that’s harnessed to the 
rather less idealistic interests of US oil policy. 

Galen-Carpenter’s comments show one 
reason why Hitchens is wrong—democracy 
wouldn’t necessarily mean that countries would 
fulfil Washington’s agenda. 

At some point, a conflict between compet- 
ing priorities would arise: democracy and US 
national interest. Then what would happen? 

Just ask Chavez in Venezuela. US diplomats 
appear to have been in on the plot when, ear- 
lier this year, his military tried to overthrow his 
democratically-elected government. 

An early, and happily unsuccessful, instance 
of regime change. 


by TIM BUDDS 


The 
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sounds of an 


urban revolution 


JOE STRUMMER, best 
known as the lead 
singer of 1970s punk 
band The Clash, died 
recently. RED 
SAUNDERS, the founder 
of Rock Against Racism 
in the 1970s, gives his 
appreciation. 


“WHAT THE fuck do you 
want?” Those were Joe 
Strummer’s first words to 
me, backstage at London’s 
ICA in the winter of 1976. 

I’'d been photographing 
the gig for the New Musical 
Express, a revelation of the 
burgeoning punk scene. 

Born John Mellor in 
1952, Joe Strummer, son 
of a British diplomat, board- 
ing school, art college, car- 
toonist, artist, busker, 
musician, lived for a while in 
Newport. 

There he joined his first 
band, the Vultures, then re- 
turned to London and es- 
tablished his left wing 
credentials in the squatting 
scene of the early 1970s. 

He was spotted and 
recruited by Mick Jones, 
and The Clash was 
formed in 1976. 

The “sound of the West- 
way” was revolutionary, 
mixing reggae, rockabilly 
and ska into a multicultural 
rant of anger against poverty 
and discrimination. 

Joe’s solidarity with west 
London’s multicultural pro- 
letariat, it seems to me, was 
where the roots lay of the 
many progressive adven- 
tures he undertook for the 
rest of his life. 


Tension 


Remember the times this 
was all happening. The mid- 
1970s, huge working class 
activity, massive racism, the 
rise of the National Front 
and resistance to it, tension 
between the police and 
black community. 

All the time The Clash’s 
music was the backdrop, 
reflecting and energising 
these struggles. If ever 
there could have been a 
soundtrack to an urban rev- 
olution The Clash would 
have been it. 

Their greatest period 
was between 1976 and 
1979 when they toured and 
played, utterly committed. 

They played hard, hard 
sets when they would col- 
lapse after the gigs, ex- 
hausted physically and 
mentally, bleeding hands, 


MEMBERS OF the 
Clash, Rich Kids and 
Steel Pulse protest 
outside the National 
Front’s HQ in 1978 


JOE STRUMMER on stage at the 1978 Rock Against Racism carnival 


blistered fingers, lost voices, 
covered in gob. Strummer 
actually got hepatitis in 
1979 as a by-product of the 
punk gobbing phase. 

Unlike the Sex Pistols’ 
lurch into dark, drug-fuelled 
notoriety under the manip- 
ulator Malcolm McLaren, 
The Clash were much more 
aware of their position as 
punk rebels. 

| saw them from small 
venues like Aklam Hall in 
Notting Hill to stunning gigs 
at the Old Rainbow in Fins- 
bury Park. 

But I’m biased. The 
Clash at the Rock Against 
Racism carnival in Victo- 
ria Park, east London, 
1978 was the gig. 

It’s gone into mythology 
now. Us old left cultural foot 
soldiers don’t have much to 
brag about, but this was the 
one—a rare glimpse of 
what might be. 

Over 80,000 marched 
from Trafalgar Square. It 
was the largest anti-racist 
march in east London since 
the 1930s. Its impact was 
enormous and it was the 
launchpad for the biggest 
and most successful youth 
campaign the left had 
mounted since the Second 
World War. 


Organising the gig had 
been a nightmare—groups 
on/off, the council freaking 
out. We were amateurs 
putting the whole show to- 
gether with two pence half- 
penny, arubber band anda 
lorry load of anti-Nazi 
enthusiasm. 


Awesome 


Negotiation with The 
Clash had been slow, but 
became awkward when we 
began seeing more of their 
manager, Bernie Rhodes, 
than them. He was from the 
Malcolm McLaren school. 
He didn’t have a clue, and 
started babbling on about 
boring left wing demos. 

We asked for a one to 
one with us and the band, 
no managers. We met at my 
old studio. “What’s the prob- 
lem?” Strummer kept saying. 

We met again at Jack- 
son’s Lane community 
centre. My wife, Nina, had 
just had our first child. We 
took her along. The room 
was full of punks and 
dreads, posing and hanging 
out. 

We walked in with our 
baby in a little pram, a bit 
uncool. Strummer broke the 
ice: “Congratulations, hello 


little un.” We sorted out all 
outstanding problems. 

A few weeks later Strum- 
mer and The Clash joined 
Steel Pulse in a picket out- 
side the National Front’s 
London HQ to publicise the 
forthcoming carnival. That 
week Melody Maker's front 
page was “Clash To Head- 
line RAR Carnival”. 

Black, white, gay, 
straight, punks, dreads, 
skinheads, boys and girls, 
we had totally connected 
with militant anti-racist 
youth. 

The police looked utterly 
miserable. | was elated, but 
also stunned. 

| was meant to be com- 
pering the show and ran 
onto the stage shouting, 
“This ain’t no fucking 
Woodstock... This is the 
Carnival Against the 
Fucking Nazis!” 

| remember the roar of 
approval from the crowd. 
The crowds lifted the bands, 
and vice versa. The sheer 
energy level of The Clash 
was awesome. The crowd 
and the stage were one. 
We were all on one mas- 
sive unity buzz. I’d never 
been so high in my life and 
| hadn’t touched a spliff all 
day! 


The month before he 
died Strummer did a bene- 
fit for striking firefighters at 
Acton, west London, with 
his new band The Mesca- 
leros. It turns out that fire- 
fighters’ leader Andy 
Gilchrist was apparently 
politicised after seeing The 
Clash at the RAR carnival 
in 1978. How fitting then 
that Strummer could play 
the benefit. 

Strummer, clearly as dis- 
gusted with New Labour as 
the rest of us, was delighted 
and was joined on stage by 
Mick Jones. Local firefight- 
ers took a fire engine to join 
his funeral procession. 

Strummer was a decent 
and inspiring man. Since 
his untimely death, so many 
friends have remembered 
him: “he had great integrity”, 
“man of the people”, “a left 
wing punk”, “he didn’t give 
up”. 
I'd add to that a slogan 
adopted by the “Northern 
Soul” scene | photographed 
in the early seventies at 
Wigan Casino. | bought the 
big badge. “Keep the Faith” 
it said. 

Joe Strummer did just 
that. Thanks mate. 

I’m dusting off the old 
vinyl right now. 
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meetings, forums and events | tel: 020 7538 5821 


IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 
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Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BIRMINGHAM ERDINGTON 
Anti-capitalism: 
does the movement need 
political parties? 

Sat 141 Jan, 3pm, 
Erdington Baptist Church, 
Wood End, Sixways. 

BIRMINGHAM HARBORNE 
Does the media 
control public opinion? 
Sun 12 Jan, 2.30pm, 

Open University Centre, High St. 

BLACKWOOD 
Vietnam: when US 
imperialism was humbled 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.15pm, 
Blackwood Miners Institute. 
With Mike Parry. 

BOLTON 
What have strikes 
got to do with socialism? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Green Room, Bolton Central 
Library, Le Mans Cres. 

BRADFORD 
Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Bradford Library, 

Princes St. 

BRISTOL BEDMINSTER 
Palestine: can it ever be free? 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Southall Community Centre, 
Beauley Rd. 

BRISTOL EASTON 
Are women equal today? 
Sun 26 Jan, 4pm, 

Cafe Matreiya, St Mark’s Rd. 

BRISTOL GLOUCESTER ROAD 
Can the trade unions 
challenge capitalism? 
Sun 19 Jan, 3pm, 

Frendo’s Cafe, Pickton St. 

BURNLEY 
Does the media 
control our ideas? 

Tue 21 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Shalamar, Church St. 

CHESTERFIELD 
What would real 
democracy look like? 

Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Market Halls, Market Sq. 
With Colin Barker. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 


capitalism. A new society can 


constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 


production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
or reformed as the established 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 


The structures of the present 


army, police and judiciary cannot be 


CRAWLEY 
Is capitalism creating 
a world working class? 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Three Bridges Community Centre, 
Gales Place. 
With Tom Hickey. 
DONCASTER 
Vietnam: 
when the US was humbled 
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
The Point, South Parade. 
With Chris Bambery. 
DUDLEY 
Does the media 
control our ideas? 
Thu 16 Jan, 8pm, 
Claughton Community Centre, 
Blowers Green. 
GATESHEAD 
Marx: the first anti-capitalist? 
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Gateshead Library, 
Prince Consort Rd. 
GLOUCESTER 
Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Thu 9 Jan, 5.30pm, 
Warehouse, 
Parliament St. 
HARLOW 
What would real 
democracy be like? 
Wed 15 Jan, 8pm, 
Polly’s Pantry, Wych Elm. 
HUDDERSFIELD 
Does the media 
control our ideas? 
Thu 9 Jan, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, Wood St. 
LEEDS BEESTON 
Why is war central 
to capitalism? 
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
Tunstall Road Community Centre. 
LEEDS HAREHILLS 
Malcolm X and the struggle 
for black liberation 
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Pakistani Community Centre. 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 
Do the unions need 
a political voice? 
Sun 19 Jan, 6pm, 
Deli Katessen Cafe, 
Hyde Park Corner. 
LEICESTER 
Why is war central 
to capitalism? 
Mon 20 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 


LOWESTOFT 
Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Havelock (upstairs), Love Rd. 
With Rachel Solomon. 
LUTON 
Vietnam: when US 
imperialism was humbled 
Mon 20 Jan, 7.30pm, 
CoMotion Coffee Bar 
(next to Thistle Hotel). 
MANCHESTER LONGSIGHT 
Marx: the first anti-capitalist? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Misty’s Veggie Cafe, 
Stockport Rd (nr Asda). 
MANCHESTER PRESTWICH 
Do we live in a democracy? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Caribbean Retreat, 
Clifton Rd 
(off Bury New Rd). 
MANCHESTER RUSHOLME 
Imperialism in the Middle East 
Thu 16 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Jaffa Restaurant, 
Wilmslow Rd. 


_ INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
_ from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
support the right of black people and other 


only be 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


patched up 
Labour and 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


parliament, 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


Fill in this form and send it to 
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 


TU/college/school 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


Join the socialists 


Phone 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


jp a a a a a eee 


NEATH 
Do the trade unions need 
political representation? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Mocha Jo’s (near Safeway). 

NEWCASTLE HEATON 
Why is war central to 
capitalism? 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Chillingham, Chillingham Rd. 

NEWCASTLE WEST END 
Vietnam: 
when the US was humbled 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Linwood Centre (off West Rd). 

NORTHAMPTON 
Can workers run society? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7pm, 

Cafe Msaada, Kettering Rd. 

NOTTINGHAM CITY CENTRE 
How do ideas change? 

Wed 15 Jan, 1pm, 

Rat and Parrot, Woolaton St. 

NOTTINGHAM HYSON GREEN 
Is racism getting worse? 
Wed 15 Jan, 7pm, 

Forestfield Community Centre, 
Sturton St. 

NOTTINGHAM SHERWOOD 
Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Tue 14 Jan, 7.30pm, 

The Place, Melrose St. 

OLDHAM 
The bloody history of British 
imperialism 
Thu 16 Jan, 7pm, 

West Indian Community Centre, 

Horsedge St. 

With Chris Bambery. 

OXFORD 
What would real democracy 
look like? 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Mitre, High St. 

PLYMOUTH 
Are women equal today? 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Martinsgate Centre, 
Bretonside (nr Staples). 

PONTEFRACT 
Does the media 
control public opinion? 

Sun 12 Jan, 5pm, 


PRESTON 

1917: when war 

led to revolution 

Tue 14 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Unity Community Centre, 
Shepherd St 

(off Church St). 

READING 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Reading International Solidarity 
Centre, London St. 
ROCHESTER 

Are women equal today? 

Thu 16 Jan, 8pm, 

Eon Internet Cafe, 

Rochester High St. 
SCUNTHORPE 

Karl Marx: 

the first anti-capitalist? 

Mon 20 Jan, 7pm, 

Central Community Centre, 
Lindum St 

(opp bus stn). 

With Chris Bambery. 
SHEFFIELD CITY CENTRE 
Vietnam: when US imperialism 
was humbled 

Thu 9 Jan, 6pm, 

Coffee Revolution, 

Church St. 

SHEFFIELD HEELEY 

How capitalism 
underdeveloped Africa 

Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Hartley Street Community Centre. 
SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 
Vietnam: when US imperialism 
was humbled 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Burton Street Community Centre. 
SHEFFIELD NETHER EDGE 
Are women equal today? 

Sat 14 Jan, 3pm, 

TC’s internet cafe, 

Abbeydale Rd. 

ST ALBANS 

Are people too selfish for 
socialism? 

Mon 20 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church (upstairs), 
Beaconsfield Rd 

(cnr Victoria St, nr ==). 


SWANSEA 

The Black Panthers 

Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Uplands Diner, 

Uplands Place. 

WAKEFIELD 

Can the trade unions 
challenge capitalism? 

Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Black Rock. 

WATFORD 

What lies behind the US drive 
to war? 

Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Costa Coffee, High St 

(next to Woolworths). 

WIGAN 

Environment in crisis: does 
the West consume too much? 
Thu 9 Jan, 8pm, 

Mab’s Cross Hotel, 
Standishgate. 

YORK 

Is there a global 

working class? 

Wed 15 Jan, 8pm, 

Priory Street Centre. 


ACTON 
1917: 
when war led to revolution 
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club, 
Acton High St. 
BARKING 
Palestine: can it ever be free? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Barking Library. 
BAYSWATER 
The bloody history of British 
imperialism 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Coffee Island, Westbourne Grove. 
BRENT 
Islamophobia and 
the drive to war 
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Willesden Library, 
Willesden High Rd. 
BRIXTON 
Did Lenin lead to Stalin? 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Dogstar, Coldharbour Lane. 
CLAPHAM 
Is the media all-powerful? 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Venn Street Community Centre 
(nr Clapham Common @). 
CROYDON 
How capitalism 
underdevelops Africa 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Spice Cafe, Surrey St. 
EAST HAM 
How do we get rid of sexism? 
Wed 22 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Indo Ceylon Cafe, St John’s Rd. 
ELEPHANT & WALWORTH 
Marx: the first anti-capitalist? 
Mon 13 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Pullens Centre, 
184 Crampton St. 
ELTHAM 
Can capitalism be replaced? 
Tue 14 Jan, 7.30pm, 
St Mary’s Community Centre, 
Eltham High St. 
ENFIELD 
Can war lead to revolution? 
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Edmonton Green Leisure Centre, 
Plevna Rd. 
EUSTON 
Argentina in revolt: 
video showing 
Wed 15 Jan, 6.30pm, 


FINSBURY PARK 
Argentina in revolt: video 
showing 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Gadz Cafe, Clifton Terrace 
(opp Finsbury Park ). 

HACKNEY DALSTON 
How capitalism 
underdevelops Africa 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Centerprise. 

HACKNEY HOMERTON 
Vietnam: when the US was 
humbled 
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Barnabas Centre, 

Homerton High St. 

HACKNEY STAMFORD HILL 
Can the trade unions 
challenge capitalism? 
Thu 16 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Cyprus House Cafe, Manor 
Parade (cnr Stamford Hill). 

HOLBORN 
The grand strategy of the 
American empire 
Wed 15 Jan, 6pm, 

Africa Centre, King St, 
Covent Garden. 

ILFORD 
How capitalism 
underdevelops Africa 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Kohi-Noor Restaurant, 

52 Ilford Lane. 

LADBROKE GROVE 
Venezuela: is Chavez 
facing a Chile-style coup? 
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 

Green Room, Paddington Arts 
Centre, Woodfield Rd. 

LEWISHAM 
Karl Marx: 
the first anti-capitalist? 
Wed 15 Jan, 7pm, 

Hunkarim Restaurant, 

Lee High Rd. 

LEYTONSTONE 
Resistance and revolt 
in Latin America 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Prospero’s Coffee Shop, 
Church Lane. 

NEW CROSS 
Vietnam: how a superpower 
was humbled 
Tue 14 Jan, 7pm, 

Moonbow Jake’s, New Cross Rd. 

POPLAR 
1972: when workers broke a 
government 
Wed 15 Jan, 7pm, 

Island House 
(cnr Roserton St/Castalia Sq). 
With Eddie Prevost. 
STREATHAM 
Malcolm X and the struggle 
for black liberation 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, Sunnyhiill Rd 
(off Streatham High Rd). 
With Ruairidh Maclean. 
VICTORIA 
Revolution: is it possible? 
Thu 16 Jan, 6.30pm, 

City Harvest Cafe, 
Buckingham Palace Rd. 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Imperialism and the 
Middle East 
Thu 9 Jan, 7.45pm, 

Quaker Meeting House, 
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St). 
WOOLWICH 
Malcolm X and the fight for 
black liberation 
Wed 15 Jan, 7.30pm, 


Squash Club. With Gareth Jenkins. Cafe Muse, Museum St. Earl of Chatham, Thomas St. 
07946 269 024 07803 620 390 

Anti Nazi League Barnsley East London Portsmouth 

www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07753 697 743 07801 290 411 

@ 020 7924 0333 Birmingham Exeter Scotland (SW Platform) 

Globalise Resistance 07949 028 362 07939 558 115 07855 023 739 

www.resist.org.uk Black Country Hackney Sheffield 


@ 020 7053 2071 


07941 834 125 


07788 770 741 


07905 678 506 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties South East London 
www.stopwaer.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07951 737 003 
@ 020 7053 2155/6 Brighton Kent South London 
Socialist Alliance 07808 368 551 07950 610 257 07939 017 973 
wwqa.socialistalliance.net Bristol Lancashire East Southampton 

@ 0207791 3138 07711 718 519 07968 952 180 07811 210 036 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire West Swansea 


www.defendcouncilhousing. 
org.uk 
@ 020 7987 9989 


07950 142 464 


07931 725 633 


07759 901 392 


Camden & Islington 
07961 337 640 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07719 497 968 


Thames Valley 
07929 618 579 


Committee to Defend Cardiff Manchester Tyneside 
Asylum Seekers 07815 775 819 07946 413 763 07748 653 627 
www.defend-asylum.org Central London Merseyside Waltham Forest 
@ 07941 566183 07957 316 094 07951 241 562 07796 697 271 
Spark Chesterfield Norwich West London 

@ 07720105150 07881 558 590 07733 137 201 07958 996 777 
Scottish Socialist Party Coventry Nottingham York 


@ 0141 221 7714 


07712 047 873 


07956 477 778 


07984 132 371 
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news of the world 


US faces backlash 


over threat of war 


Venezuela 


PROTESTERS RALLIED in Caracas on Friday of last week against the bosses who lead the opposition 


Police gun down 


poor protesters 


THE CARACAS city police shot dead 
Oscar Gomez and Jairo Moran on Friday 
of last week. 

Their “crime” was to demonstrate in 
support of the elected government against 
an upper middle class mob trying to be- 
siege the Venezuelan capital’s military 
barracks. 

The 9,000-strong armed police force 
is controlled by the city mayor. He sup- 
ports the business and media interests 
who have been trying to provoke a military 
coup with a six-week “civil stoppage”. 

The mass of the country’s workers and 
shanty town dwellers oppose the stop- 
page, despite the support of some corrupt 
union leaders. 

But the oil industry management 
and merchant navy officers are en- 
thusiastically taking part. 

Thousands of bitter government sup- 
porters joined the funeral procession on 
Saturday, marching behind red flags as 
well as the national flag. There were chants 
against the rabidly pro-government TV 
networks—‘“murderers, murderers. The 
people know the media are guilty.” 

They were again attacked by the 
police. 

Chavez has carried through reforms 


aimed at improving the condition of the 
poor, and they defend him against the 
opposition. 

But there is growing feeling that he has 
not taken the strong measures needed to 
defend those reforms. 

For a time last month, the govern- 
ment took control of the Caracas city 
police and stopped them being used 
against its own supporters. 

But when the opposition-controlled 
Supreme Court told it to hand control 
back to the mayor, the government 
meekly did so. 

Now some of the government’s sup- 
porters are beginning to take things into 
their own hands. An MP for Chavez’s 
MQR party says, “If the government does 
not take action, it runs the risk that pop- 
ular movements will begin to form popu- 
lar action commandos.” 

With neither the government nor the 
country’s rich prepared to give ground, 
civil war is becoming a serious possibility. 

The country is the world’s fifth biggest 
oil producer. What is happening has enor- 
mous international implications as left wing 
presidents take over in Brazil and Ecuador, 
and the political and economic crisis re- 
mains unresolved in Argentina. 


Cyprus 


Prisoners in revolt 


A POLITICAL explosion 
reminiscent of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall is shaking 
Cyprus. 

It has the potential to 
overcome the tragic division 
of the island’s people along 
ethnic lines—Turks in a 
state in the north, Greeks in 
the south. It could also chal- 
lenge Greece and Turkey, 
which, along with former 
colonial power Britain, have 
fostered those divisions. 

Some 30,000 Turkish 
Cypriots demonstrated on 
Boxing Day against the cor- 
rupt rule of Rauf Denktash. 

The official 1991 census 
put the total population of 
Northern Cyprus at 198,215. 
So the demonstrations are 
equivalent to over nine mil- 
lion marching in Britain. 

Hatred of Denktash is dri- 
ving the movement. He has 
presided over declining living 
standards relative to Southern 
Cyprus and has blocked 
moves towards unification. 

The newly elected Turk- 
ish government also wants 
Denktash to go because his 
intransigence is an obstacle to 
Turkey’s entry to the EU. 


United Nations general 
secretary Kofi Annan has 
come up with a peace process 
for Cyprus, which would lead 
to a federation of the two 
states. It would enshrine the 
division. 

But the prospect of 
ending the conflict has in- 
spired a far more radical 
movement in the north than 
simply calls to back the UN 
and EU. 

Demonstrators have 
changed the words of a pop 
song to describe the Green 
Line, which marks the divi- 
sion of the island, as “prison 
bars”. There have been mil- 
itant marches in the south 
against the British military 
bases, which would be vital 
to any attack on Iraq. 

The Turkish military, 
which plays a central role in 
politics, is desperate not to 
lose influence in Northern 
Cyprus. It has reinforced its 
garrison of 35,000 troops. 

The movement in the 
north, together with opposi- 
tion in Greece and Turkey, 
to Bush’s war drive, could 
ignite an upsurge across the 
eastern Mediterranean. 


Picture: PA PHOTOS 


THE US has been 
caught out banging 
the war drum over 
North Korea. 

That threat has pro- 
voked such a strong public 
reaction that the govern- 
ments of South Korea and 
Japan, both US allies, have 
distanced themselves from 
George Bush. 

The division of the 
Korean peninsula into two 
states is a relic of the Cold 
War. The US backed the 
South, while China and 
Russia at different times 
supported the North. 

Bush announced his in- 
tention to squeeze North 
Korea 12 months ago, when 
he included it with Iraq and 
Iran in the “axis of evil”. 

Two months ago, US de- 
fence secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld said the US mili- 
tary could fight a war 
against Iraq and North 
Korea at the same time. 

This came after news 
that the North Korean gov- 
ernment had thrown out UN 
inspectors from its Yong- 
byon nuclear site and had 
restarted operations. 

But there is such feeling 
against Bush that even a 
South Korean government 
official said the US may 
have concocted the nuclear 
crisis to trigger a confronta- 
tion with the North. 

An analyst in Japan said, 
“Officials in the South 
Korean capital Seoul are 
asking why the US State De- 
partment revealed North 
Korea’s supposed nuclear 
admission when it did. 

“Tt is felt that the ability 
of North Korea to make a 
bomb has been exaggerated 
so Bush can keep tensions 
on the boil until the next 
presidential election, just in 
case an attack on Iraq is not 
possible for some time.” 

Whatever the truth of 
that, Bush has for two years 
undermined the South 
Korean government’s efforts 
to establish closer relations 
with North Korea. 


Now he is trying to 
defuse the crisis the US war- 
mongers have created. 

There have been the 
biggest anti-US demonstra- 
tions in South Korea for 
many years. 

A candidate in favour of 
reducing tension with North 
Korea, Roh Moo-hyun, won 
last month’s South Korean 
presidential election, beat- 
ing the pro-US candidate. 

The US seizure of a 
North Korean ship heading 
to Yemen, in the Middle 
East, during the campaign 
backfired. 

Days before the election 
70,000 people protested out- 
side the US embassy in 
Seoul over the deaths of two 
girls at the hands of the US 
military. 

A US military tribunal 
let off the soldiers responsi- 
ble for running over the 
girls. Under laws going back 
50 years US troops stationed 
in South Korea are immune 
from local prosecution. 

The chief foreign affairs 
adviser to the president-elect 
says over relations between 
South and North Korea, 
“Washington has to under- 
stand that we have no choice 
but to settle this matter 
peacefully. We’ve already 
seen what war can do to the 
Korean people.” 

For all the bluster, the US 
needs South Korea and Japan 
on side if it is to undermine 
potentially the biggest power 
in the region—China. 

So there are deep divi- 
sions in Bush’s administra- 
tion between threatening 
war with North Korea or in- 
volving all the region’s 
states in a compromise. 

Bush’s aggression, the 
continuing presence of US 
troops, and the US desire to 
dominate East Asia leave 
war over North Korea a 
possibility. 

But his conciliatory 
noises over the last three 
weeks show that even his 
warmongering government 
sees the danger of political 
isolation and military disaster. 


Facts on Korea 


@Two states emerged in 
Korea at the end of the 
Second World War, one 
pro-Russian, the other 
pro-US. 

@Between 1950 and 1953 
the US went to war on 
the side of the South 
against the North. In 
those three years four 
million Koreans were 
killed, about 10 percent 
of the population. 

The war ended with 
the dividing line between 
the two states in almost 
exactly the same place as 
when it had started. 


@For four decades both 
Koreas were led by highly 
repressive regimes. The 
US-backed _ military 
regime in the south was 
finally forced to cede 
power to a civilian gov- 
ernment in the early 
1990s. 

That came after one of 
the biggest ever waves of 
workers’ militancy— 
mass strikes, factory oc- 
cupations and a near 
insurrection in the city of 
Kwangju. 

@The US still has 37,000 
troops in South Korea. 
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Inbrief = Health workers 


Balloting over a 
crap situation 


MEAN BOSSES at a meat 
factory in Kirkconnell, Dum- 
friesshire, are docking their 
workers £1,000 a week for the 
time they spend in the toilet. 

Around 200 staff at the 
Brown Brothers’ factory have 
been issued with smart cards 
which deduct their pay for the 
time they’re away from the 
factory floor. 

“We have to go through a 
turnstile to the toilet,” said one 
angry worker. 

“One week they took an 
hour off me, which is £5.28. 
There are 190 workers here so 
the company is saving £1,000 
a week in wages. 

“The motto among the staff 
is, ‘Have a break—have a quick 
crap’.” 

Workers are fighting for a 
better pay deal at the factory, 
including scrapping the dock- 
ing for toilet use scheme. 

The TGWU union will be 
balloting its members in the 
factory to take strike action 
over the next few weeks. 


Farming out 
the struggle 


OVER 600 members of the 
Prospect civil servants’ union 
at the Scottish Agricultural 
College were set to take strike 
action for three hours on 
Thursday of this week. 

Management wanted to push 
through a pay deal that would 
leave the majority of workers 
with no pay increase. 

In a75 percent ballot turnout 
nearly 63 percent voted to 
strike and more voted for in- 
dustrial action. 

Workers will now work to 
rule and undertake only their 
contractual duties. A second 
stoppage is set for Wednesday 
22 January. 

Staff will walk out on cam- 
puses in Aberdeen, Ayr and 
Edinburgh as well as 23 advi- 
sory offices and eight livestock 
disease surveillance centres 
throughout Scotland. 


Both eyes on 
privatisation 

THE DEPARTMENT of Work 
and Pensions (DWP) filestores 
is under threat of being priva- 
tised and/or centralised. 

The national filestore net- 
work comprises 36 filestores 
and employs 800 people. 

We deal with attendance al- 
lowance, disability living al- 
lowance, mobility allowance 
and war pensions. 

These are personal records 
of members of the public. We, 
and our PCS civil servants’ 
union, believe they should stay 
in the public sector. 

We have been lobbying our 
local MPs for the last two 
months. 

We are working to oppose 
and stop this programme. We 
do not deserve to be put up to 
auction to the highest bidder. 
MH PAIN, Nelson PCS rep 
@ Further details from Keith 
Wylie, PCS national officer, 
Leeds HQ, Lisbon Sireet, 
Leeds LS1 4LX. 


More action at 
Resourcesaver? 


WORKERS AT Resourcesaver, 
who are responsible for house- 
hold recycling collections in 
Bristol, are waiting for the result 
of a ballot on the latest propos- 
als to resolve their dispute. 

The dispute began after 
management went back on a 
deal to cut working hours. 

The key issue preventing a 
settlement has been the work- 
ers’ demand that Charlie Mc- 
Caulder, operations manager 
in Bristol, should be removed. 
MATT GORDON 


Anger grows at 
low pay Agenda 


THE PRESS has suddenly 
picked up that Tony Blair is 
going to get a rough ride 
trying to push his “moderni- 
sation” proposals through 
the health service. 

The Guardian ran a front 
page story on New Year’s Eve 
headlined “Pay Rebuff Threat- 
ens NHS Reform’. 

It reported the growing op- 
position to the government’s 
proposed new pay package for 
health workers, Agenda for 
Change. 

According to the paper a 
senior official in Unison, the 
biggest health union, “admit- 
ted that initial briefings among 
officials suggested the propos- 
als were in deep trouble.” 

The government says the 
new pay system will address 
health workers’ complaints 
about low and unequal pay. 

But it is clear that it will 
mean worse pay and condi- 
tions for many NHS workers. 

Even the Department of 
Health admits that one in 12 
health workers could end up 
being paid less. Some esti- 
mates say one in six health 
workers will lose out. 

The Department of Health 
boasts that the package will 
squeeze an extra 65 million 
hours a year from health work- 
ers through increased hours 
and more “productivity”. 

As Yunus Bakhsh, a social- 
ist on the national executive of 


by HAZEL CROFT 


the Unison union, explains: 

“Health workers have three 
main objections to Agenda for 
Change. 

“One: there are losers in this 
deal. Substantial numbers of 
health workers will have their 
working week increased, will 
not get pay rises and could lose 
out through changes to en- 
hanced hour payments. 

“Two: the whole package is 
tied to a paltry 10 percent rise 
over three years, which works 
out at just 3.2 percent a year. 

“Three:there is anger over 
foundation hospitals. How can 
we have a new national pay 
deal if at the same time the 
government is setting up elite 
hospitals which can set their 
own pay and conditions?” 

The Guardian reports that 
“resistance is strong from 
low paid ancilliary staff who 
rely heavily on overtime and 
weekend working.” 

Agenda for Change intro- 
duces a £5.17 minimum wage. 
Some of the lowest paid health 
staff entitled to that could find 
themselves worse off. 

Agenda for Change will 
mean nothing for workers al- 
ready privatised. Anger against 
low pay among ancilliary wor- 
kers has exploded into action in 
several NHS trusts—in Glas- 
gow, Inverclyde, Liverpool and 


Swansea. 

By taking strike action, in 
some cases unofficial, workers 
have won improved pay. 

Ancilliary health workers in 
five trusts in east London are 
about to start a consultative 
ballot on whether to take strike 
action over low pay against 
their private contractors. 

The government wants to 
railroad Agenda for Change 
through. 

The first pilot schemes are 
due in April—before the 
unions have even had time to 
consult their members. 

The Unison union is to hold 
a special conference on Agenda 
for Change during its health 
conference in April and then 
put it out to ballot. 

The government has still 
not produced many of the de- 
tails of the package. 

The rank and file paper 
Health Worker has called an 
important meeting in Birming- 
ham on Saturday | February. 

It is open to all health work- 
ers. It will be the only forum in 
which activists from all NHS 
unions will be able to get to- 
gether to discuss the issue. 
Health Worker Agenda for 
Change meeting: What it is? 
Where will it leave us? Do 
we need an alternative? 
Saturday 1 February, 1pm- 
4pm, United Services Club, 
Gough Street, Birmingham 
B1 1HN. 


Socialist Alliance 


FIREFIGHTER Steve Crack- 
nell is standing for the Social- 
ist Alliance in a council 
by-election taking place in 
Haringey, north London, on 
Thursday 23 January. 

Steve is the branch secretary 
of Hornsey fire station which 
is in the borough. 

People nominating Steve in- 
clude the chair of a local 
Unison health branch, the sec- 
retary of an Aslef tube branch, 
and the president of Haringey 
Trades Council. 

Steve spoke to Socialist 
Worker about why he wants an 
alternative to New Labour. 

*Il’ VE BEEN a firefighter for 
24 years and I’ ve voted Labour 
at every election. 

My union has always en- 
couraged people to vote 
Labour. 

But after over five years of 
this government and the dis- 
graceful way the government 
has insulted the firefighters, I 
feel “never again”. 

I don’t know anyone in the 
fire brigade who’ ll vote Labour 
again. There is huge disillu- 
sionment with Labour, and it’s 
not just because of what they 
have done to us. 

New Labour have forgotten 
their roots. Labour is supposed 


Political fund 


THE QUESTION of the politi- 
cal fund is raging throughout 
the trade union movement. 

Thousands are questioning 
whether union members’ mon- 
ey should go to New Labour or 
whether they should be al- 
lowed to fund socialists. 

A sign of that mood is the 
success activists have already 
had passing motions based on 
a model motion drawn up by 
the Socialist Alliance. 


STEVE CRACKNELL 


to represent the working class. 
They are out of touch with 
working people. 

There’s growing feeling 
against the right wing direction 
Labour is going in. I cannot 
find one single firefighter who 
can find even a small justifica- 
tion for waging war on Iraq. 

It is especially galling when 
the government claims there is 
no money to fund public ser- 
vices and the fire service, but 
they find millions of pounds to 
pay for one warhead. 

The political fund has be- 
come a huge issue. There are 
moves afoot to try to suspend 
FBU payments to the Labour 
Party. 


The GMB Barnsley B12 
branch passed the motion, 
which argues “to allow the 
union to give financial support 
to other political parties as well 
as the Labour Party so long as 
they have the same or similar 
aims as the GMB.” 

A similar motion from Bristol 
health services branch of the 
MSF union has been accepted 
for the preliminary agenda of 
the MSF’s national conference. 


As a branch secretary I’ve 
never known so many FBU 
members requesting the forms 
to not pay money into the 
union’s political fund—which 
goes straight to New Labour. 

It is ludicrous that we are 
supporting New Labour can- 
didates who are cutting our 
services. 

Yet under the rules the FBU 
can’t fund my campaign as a 
Socialist Alliance candidate. 

We need a political fund. 
Unions should be political. We 
have to change the union’s 
rules so that we can support 
candidates who back our 
union’s policies. 

I decided to stand because 
the Socialist Alliance stands 
against the war, the cuts, pri- 
vatisation and PFI. It’s against 
all the things New Labour is 
attacking its own supporters 
with. 

We’re also campaigning lo- 
cally as the Labour council is 
privatising the school dinner 
service and the borough’s 
leisure services. 

We need to stand up for the 
people who New Labour has 
abandoned. 

To get involved in Steve’s 
campaign phone 07736 064 
045. 


Throughout January many 
unions will be holding meetings 
that will pass motions to be de- 
bated at national conferences 
this year. All trade unionists 
should try to raise the issue of 
the political fund. 

For copies of the Socialist 
Alliance model motion on 
the political fund phone the 
Socialist Alliance on 020 
7791 3138 or go to 
www.socialistalliance.net 


OVER 60 people held a soup kitchen protest last Saturday outside the flats Blair has bought 
his son Euan in Bristol. It was organised by the Bristol Defend Asylum Seekers Campaign 
to highlight government policies which will leave refugees on the streets 


Firefighters 


TALKS BETWEEN the Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU), local 
employers and ACAS were 
due to begin this week. 

The FBU has called two 48- 
hour strikes for 28 January and 
1 February. 

“The whole union is going to 
have to up the momentum of 
our pay campaign after the 
Christmas break and the sus- 
pension of strike action at the 


Jim Higgins 


A MEMORIAL meeting to cel- 
ebrate the life of Jim Higgins, 
the former national secretary 
of the International Social- 
ists, will take place on Satur- 
day 18 January at 2.30pm. 
The meeting will be held at 
Caxton House, 129 St John’s 
Way, London (Archway e). 
Speakers will include John 
Palmer and Roger Protz. 


Diary - 
Upcoming 
events 


Saturday 11 January 

@ Stop the War Coalition 
national conference, 10am- 
5pm, Camden Centre, Judd 
Street, London (King’s 
Cross @). 

@ Candlelit vigil in memory 
of Roger Sylvester, 6pm, 
Tottenham police station, 
High Road, London. Phone 
07931 970 442 for details. 


Saturday 18 January 

@ Stop the war—rally, 12 
noon, City Hall, Cathays 
Park, Cardiff. 

@ No war on Iraq—regional 
march and rally, 12 noon, 
Lister Park (Oak Lane 
entrance), Manningham 
Road, Bradford. 


Tuesday 21 January 
@ Don’t attack lraqg—lobby of 


end of last year,” one FBU 
brigade secretary told Socialist 
Worker. 

“The government has 
made clear we will not get 
what we want through talks. 
There’s no alternative to going 
on the offensive.” 

The government hopes it 
has ridden out the dispute 
after firefighters and control 
operators struck for ten days 
last year. 

It is certainly vulnerable to 
further action. The army is al- 
ready stretched by the build up 
in the Gulf and would come 
under serious pressure from a 
firefighters’ strike. 

New Labour would face an 
immense backlash if the fire- 
fighters were forced to strike 
just as Blair opened a bottom- 
less pit of cash for war. 

But there is already talk from 
some FBU leaders of calling off 
the two 48-hour strikes to 


parliament, London, from 
2.30pm and throughout the 
evening. 


Saturday 25 January 

@ Socialist Alliance women’s 
day school, 11am-5pm, 
Cross Street Chapel, 
Manchester. Phone 020 
7536 9696 or e-mail 
margaret@homemanning. 
freeserve.co.uk 


Tuesday 28 January 

@ Support anti-war protester 
Leo Zelig, 9.30am, Bow 
Street Magistrates Court, 
London. 


Wednesday 29 January 

@ Defend Council Housing 
lobby of parliament and 
rally, 1pm-3pm, Central Hall, 
Westminster, London. 
Phone 020 7987 9989 or go 
to www.defendcouncil 
housing.org.uk for details. 


Saturday 8 February 

@ Anti Nazi League national 
conference, Manchester. 
Phone 020 7924 0333 for 
details. 


extend talks. 

The government has seized 
the initiative after every previ- 
ous strike suspension during 
the campaign. 

That has left the fight now 
not only about pay, but also de- 
fending the fire service from 
cuts and Thatcherite “reforms”. 

The government's hard line 
has galvanised support for the 
firefighters among other trade 
unionists. 

The lesson from the two 
strikes that did take place is 
that there is a groundswell of 
solidarity to be tapped. 

The government will sink to 
any level to pile political pres- 
sure on the FBU’s leadership. 

Building support within and 
outside the FBU for further 
action and pushing the union’s 
leadership to withstand that 
pressure are vital as the gov- 
ernment and employers hope 
to string the union along in talks. 


Saturday 15 February 

@ National demonstration 
against the war, 12 noon, 
Embankment, London. 
Called by Stop the War 
Coalition. For more info 
phone 020 7053 2155 or go 
to www.stopwar.org.uk. 
There will be a 
demonsiration on the same 
day in Glasgow. 


28 February-2 March 

@ Revolution 2003. A teach- 
in to build resistance to war 
and capitalism hosted by 
Socialist Worker Student 
Society and Spark. Phone 
020 7515 2646 or 07939 
951 375 for details,.or go to 
www.swp.org.uk/swss 


Saturday 1 March 

@ Globalise Resistance and 
trade unions conference. 
For more info go to 
www.resist.org.uk 


Saturday 15 March 

@ Socialist Alliance annual 
general meeting, London. 
For more info go to 
www.socialistalliance.net 
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Protest 


acist murder 


‘We won't stay quiet. 
We demand justice’ 


THE MURDER of an Asian 
taxi driver in Oldham led to 
an anti-racist demonstration 
last Saturday through the 
town centre. 

Israr Hussain was stabbed to 
death after picking up a fare 
two weeks ago. A white man is 
wanted for questioning. 

The police have finally 
logged it as a “racist incident”. 

Yet in the seven days after 
Israr Hussain’s murder they 
tried to sabotage the anti-racist 
demonstration. 

The police even put pres- 
sure on march organisers, 
Oldham Trades Council, to 
stop Israr Hussain’s name 
being chanted on the march or 
referred to by speakers at the 
rally. 

This did not deter the 200 
people who took to the streets, 
with local Asian taxi drivers 
and youth at the front of the 
march. 

Jhangir Akhtar, a cousin 
of Israr Hussain, also joined 
demonstrators. 

Oldham is an area where the 
Nazi British National Party 
(BNP) has increased its activity. 

BNP leader Nick Griffin got 
16.4 percent of the vote in the 
Oldham West constituency in 
the 2001 general election. 

Reported racist crimes in 
Oldham rose by 75.4 percent, 
to 1,133 incidents, in the year 
2001-2. 

Tariq Rafique from the Pak- 
istani Youth Organisation told 
Socialist Worker, “Since the 
riots in Oldham in May 2001 
the focus has shifted away 
from the BNP. 

“But they are causing the 


ANGER AND defiance against racism in Oldham last Saturday 


racism. 

“This is not about Asians 
not ‘integrating’ or not speak- 
ing English. We have to stay 
focused on the BNP. 

“Today’s march was really 
important. It was the first time 
Asian people have felt they 
could take to the streets since 
the riot.” 

Local taxi driver Dave 
Hodgin told Socialist Worker, 
“IT made an effort to come on 


Strike stops Norwich 


NORWICH BUS services 
ground to a halt last Sunday 
as bus drivers in the T@WU 
union started a seven-day 
strike. 

We are protesting against 
our bosses, First Bus, tearing 
up an agreement. 

The strike is hitting ser- 
vices hard. The 350 drivers 
have struck solidly. The 
picket lines are vibrant and 
confident. 

Many of the agency dri- 
vers who have been drafted 
in are saying that they won’t 
be coming back to work be- 
cause of the strength of feel- 
ing of the strikers. 

First Bus want to increase 
our driving hours and cut 
down on paid breaks. 

They want us to work be- 
tween five and five and a 
half hours before we get a 
break. 

At the moment we drive 
up to four hours eight min- 
utes. Any longer is a threat 
to drivers and the public. 

Bosses only want to pay us 
for 45 minutes of our breaks. 
This is during a 12 and a half 
to 13-hour shift. 

The union was not con- 
sulted on this. It was im- 
posed on us. 

We won’t back off. The 
feeling is very strong here. 
We had an 85 percent 
turnout in the strike ballot. 
Some 91.7 percent of people 
voted in favour of striking. 


We have bent over back- 
wards to please management 
in the past, even taking a pay 
cut of 6 percent. We’ve had 
our sick pay cut by 20 per- 
cent. Bosses are in charge of 
our summer holidays. 

They just keep coming 
back for more. 

We’re going to keep up the 
fight. After this seven-day 
strike we’re going back to 
work for two weeks and if 
First Bus haven’t backed 
down by then we’ll be going 
out for another seven days. 
DAVE MANNINGHAM 


THERE IS a gathering move- 
ment against the government’s 
testing of school children. 

The executive of the largest 
teachers’ union, the National 
Union of Teachers (NUT), is 
planning to ballot for a boycott 
of the SATs tests children in 
England take at seven and 11. 

Now the National Associa- 
tion for the Teaching of English 
is meeting in London to discuss 
opposition to new SATs tests 
for 14 year olds. 
MWednesday 29 January, 
6.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Euston Road. 
Waltham Forest NUT, 
meeting on SATs, Tuesday 
21 January, 4.30pm, 
Education Centre, Queen’s 
Road, London. 


this march. I’ve just worked all 
night. 

“The guy who was killed 
had six kids, just like me. What 
happened to him was wrong. 

“TI work for a firm owned 
by Asian people. 

“I know Asian drivers get 
bottles and stones chucked at 
their cabs. I have watched as 
youths get ready to throw 
stones and when they see ’'m 
white they put their arms 


AROUND 30 people joined the 
Anti Nazi League leafleting 
campaign in the Mixenden 
ward in Halifax last Sunday 
and they received a good 
response. 

The BNP Nazis are stand- 
ing a candidate in a council by- 
election on Thursday 23 
January. 

Some residents said our 
leaflets were “brilliant” and of- 
fered to get some copied for 
friends and colleagues. 

Some said they were 
shocked and frightened when 
BNP materials came through 
their doors. 

Several BNP supporters 
had been seen leafleting 
after dark. 

Their material mainly con- 
centrated on having a go at 
asylum seekers. 

The Nazis are trying to ex- 
ploit issues such as the wide- 
spread disaffection at cuts in 
services. 

And they are trying to feed 
off anger with councillors who 
awarded themselves a 43 per- 
cent rise. 

This has been a good start 
to the campaign, but there is 
no room for complacency and 
lots of campaigning to do. 

The recent BNP gains in 
Blackburn and Burnley are a 
warning of how the Nazis can 
con people into voting for them. 
PAUL SUTCLIFFE 
@ Further ANL leafleting is 
set for the next two 
Sundays. Phone the ANL 
for details on 020 7924 0333 
or go to www.anl.org.uk 


down. 

“We are all just trying to 
earn a living, whether we’re 
white, Asian or black drivers. 
The Asian drivers shouldn’t be 
made to feel scared when they 
go out in their cabs.” 

Student Adnan Aslam said, 
“My father is a taxi driver in 
Oldham. He got called out for 
a fare and while he was driving 
the passenger put a knife to his 
throat. 
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“My father tried to struggle 
and he ended up with the ten- 
dons on his hands cut through. 

“That was in October 2001. 
Now this man has been mur- 
dered. Who is going to be 
next? 

“Since the British National 
Party stood for election in 
Oldham things have got worse. 

“Whether you are West 
Indian, Asian or a refugee 
from Afghanistan or Iran, they 
regard all of us as ‘Pakis’.” 

The marchers gathered in 
Oldham’s shopping precinct 
for a rally. 

Speakers urged the marchers 
to continue campaigning 
against racism and the Nazis. 

Martin Gleeson, secretary 
of Oldham Trades Council, 
said, “With fascist activity 
going on in the background, 
this leads to racial harassment 
which in turn leads to racial vi- 
olence. We all know what the 
consequences of that can be. 

“Unless there is a united re- 
sponse led by the community 
there will be more attacks and 
more murders.” 

Paul Greaves, secretary of 
the firefighters’ FBU union in 
Oldham, was also on the 
march. He said, “We called 
this march in protest at a 
killing of an innocent man, 
which we perceive to be a 
racist murder. 

“We cannot stay quiet. Jus- 
tice will prevail. 

“What would have hap- 
pened if the parents of Stephen 
Lawrence had not stood up and 
fought? We have to make our 
voice heard.” 

HELEN SHOOTER 


Hackney council 


A MAJOR public meeting is 
planed to support the “Anti- 
racist Three’—Unison union 
branch officers in Hackney, 
east London, who have been 
suspended by their council 
management. 

The attack by the New Lab- 
our council has set up a very 
important battle over racism 
and union rights. 

The three—Unison joint 
branch secretaries Brian Debus 
and Will Leng, and the Equali- 
ties Officer John Page—could 
face dismissal. They are al- 
leged to have submitted a draft 
report which was critical of the 
council's record over racism. 

The threatened disciplinary 
action is a challenge to the 
whole of the trade union 
movement, as well as under- 
mining the right to challenge 
racism. 

Council workers are meeting 
on 16 January to discuss how to 
fight back. The public meeting, 
on Monday 20 January will fea- 
ture Unison officials, anti-racists 
and local activists. 

Somali activists involved in 
recent protests after a racist 
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HACKNEY COUNCIL is trying to break the library strike 


attack in the area are organising 
to attend the meeting. 

The attack on the three 
comes at a time when man- 
agement plan to start a scab- 
bing operation to break the 
Hackney library workers’ Sat- 
urday strikes. 

For over a year the library 
workers have been striking on 
Saturdays in protest at the 
withdrawal of payments for 
working on that day. 

Now the council hopes to 
reopen some of the libraries 
using specially recruited staff. 

Join the pickets this Saturday 
from 8am at the Technology 
and Learning Centre, Shored- 
itch Library, Hoxton High Street 
and Stoke Newington Library. 
RUSTY EBRAHIM 
i Send messages of 
support for the local branch 
to Unison, 2 Hillman Street, 
London E8 1DY. E-mail 
hackney.unison@ 
unisonfree.net or fax 020 
8985 6749. 

Hi Public meeting—Monday 

20 January, 7.30pm, Bullion 
Rooms, Wilton Way (behind 
Hackney Empire). 


Defend council housing 


Prescott’s failures 


HOUSING HIT the head- 
lines last week, with the 
tabloid papers attacking 
an alleged government 
“plot” to undermine coun- 
cil tenants “right to buy”. 

The Daily Mirror \a- 
belled deputy prime min- 
ister John Prescott a 
“homewrecker’’. 

The paper exposed a 
Prescott memo which re- 
vealed a plan to curb 
council tenants’ “right to 
buy” in London by cut- 
ting the maximum dis- 
count such tenants get on 
the market price. 

At present tenants can 
get a discount of up to 
£38,000 on the market 
price, depending on how 
long they have paid rent. 
Prescott wants to limit this 
to £16,000. 

The papers had a field 
day slamming Prescott, 
who has four homes, for 
attacking “‘people’s chance 
to own a home”. 

Prescott may be a hyp- 
ocrite. But his real crime 
is not that he has raised 
problems with “right to 
buy”. 


Much more serious is 
his government’s failure 
to tackle the real housing 
problem in Britain. 

Right to buy was a 
policy introduced by Mar- 
garet Thatcher in the 
1980s as part of her assault 
on council housing. 

Some 1.5 million became 
mortgage payers in all. 

For some the dream 
ended in a nightmare of 
repossession or homes 
they can’t sell. 

Meanwhile, successive 
governments have stopped 
councils building decent 
new council homes. 

“Right to buy” should 
be scrapped. No one, 
whether an individual or a 
company, should be al- 
lowed to profit from the 
resale or renting of a coun- 
cil house or flat. People 
who want to move back to 
become council tenants 
should be helped to do so. 

But that can only work 
if the government also 
poured investment into 
making decent council 
housing available to all. 
PAUL McGARR 


Join our lobby’ 


ON WEDNESDAY 29 Jan- 
uary council tenants backed 
by trade unions will con- 
verge on parliament for a 
major “lobby for council 
housing”. 

We spoke to ALAN 

WALTER of campaign or- 
ganisation Defend Council 
Housing: 
*THERE ARE still almost 3 
million council tenants. 
Council housing is a public 
service which has served 
working class people well. 
The problem with council 
housing isn’t the principle, 
it’s the lack of investment. 

It’s outrageous, for ex- 
ample, that lack of funding 
has led to a repairs and re- 
furbishment backlog of 
almost £20 billion. 

It has been a scandal too 
that since 1990 a part of the 
rent of every council tenant 
has been siphoned off by 
the government, in what 
has been dubbed “Daylight 
Robbery”. 

If all the money we pay 
in rent had been put into 
our homes there would 
not be a crisis. 

When New Labour was 
elected in 1997 there were 
a lot of expectations. In fact 
they have stepped up those 
polices. 

In its first term Labour 
privatised more council 
homes than the Tories man- 
aged in ten years. 

But their privatisation has 
run into problems, facing a 
growing opposition from 
council tenants backed by 
trade unionists, councillors 
and MPs. 

The government has 
been shaken by tenants re- 


jecting transfer in places 
like Dudley, Southwark and 
Birmingham. 

In a desperate attempt to 
avoid conceding direct in- 
vestment in council hous- 
ing with no strings the 
government has come up 
with a new formula, Arms 
Length Management Or- 
ganisations (ALMOs). 

But these are just a 
ploy to open the way toa 
two-stage privatisation 
process and it is intended 
to divide the opposition. 

The demand for direct 
investment can unite ten- 
ants, whether they face 
ALMOs, stock transfer, a 
PFI scheme or whatever. 

That’s what the 29 Janu- 
ary lobby will focus on. 

The pressure our cam- 
paigns have created, and the 
fact the government is 
clearly not getting the 
200,000 council house trans- 
fers a year it wanted, forced 
John Prescott to announce a 
“blue skies review” of hous- 
ing finance last August. 

This has transformed the 
debate, and put the de- 
mands that Defend Council 
Housing has been cam- 
paigning around at the top 
of the agenda. 

Over 70 MPs have now 
backed a parliamentary 
motion supporting the de- 
mands of the lobby. 

The lobby has been called 
by Defend Council Housing, 
tenants federations across 
the country, and major trade 
unions—Unison, GMB, 
TGWU, UCATT and RMT. 

We need to work now to 
build the most effective 
lobby possible.® 


Lobby for decent, 


affordable, 


SSCulice 


and accountable 
council) heusing 


NSEOD! PEivatlsatvom: 


invest in 


council housing with no strings 


attached” 
Parliament, 
January, 
Rally: lpm-3pm, 
Westminster, 


London Wednesday 29 


Central Hall, 
London. 


More information from Defend 


Council Housing: 


Phone 020 7987 9989 or go 
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Socialist Worker’s YURI PRASAD 


reports from Hyderabad, India 


HYDERABAD IS a city 
that is held up as a Third 
World high-tech success 
story by champions of 
globalisation. 

A myriad of multinational 
firms have settled here to 
take advantage of Indian 
workers’ skills. 

But this week Hyderabad 
has been home to something 
very different—the Asian 
Social Forum (ASF). 

Some 8,000 delegates are 
packed into two university 
campuses around the city. 

They have come to discuss 
a bewildering array of questions, 
but some of the main themes 
have been opposition to the ef- 
fects of globalisation and op- 
position to imperialism and war. 

Every country in Asia is rep- 
resented, and so are many 
from other parts of the world. 

Many delegates travelled 
here in specially chartered 
buses and open-top trucks 
decked out in red flags. 

Speakers who have at- 
tacked the US war on Iraq 
have gone down particularly 
well. On the first day, well over 
1,000 delegates attended a 


meeting in opposition to war. 

They heard from peace ac- 
tivists from Pakistan, the US 
and South Korea, while dele- 
gations from Afghanistan and 
Iraq were cheered. The meet- 
ing ended with Bob Dylan’s 
“Blowing in the Wind” being 
sung in both English and Hindi. 

Abdul Jawal Saleh from 
the Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganisation got massive ap- 
plause when he said, “I hope 
that the ASF will rekindle the 
fight against imperialism and 
colonialism —a new global 
movement is emerging.” 

Kenji Kunitomi from the 
Asian Peace Alliance in Japan 
agrees: “Opinion polls show 
that the majority of Japanese 
people are against the war. At 
first our demonstrations were 
small but they have grown. 

“In June this year we had 
a peace march of over 
60,000.” 

Kritsada Boonchai from 
Thailand thinks that, “Since 
9/11 the US has tried to make 
a new world order and a war 
on terrorism. It now impacts 
on every country. 

“We are all being dominated 
and the US is taking advantage 


to impose economic ‘reform’ on 
our countries. 

“In Thailand we are facing 
the forced privatisation of our 
water. But today we went toa 
workshop organised by the 
Bolivians who stopped water 
privatisation. 

“Now we want to try the 
same tactics.” 

The mainstream Indian 
press is widely reporting the 
event, giving over half a page 
every day. 

On the main campus are 
two enormous tents. Each 
holds over 2,000 people. 


Crowds 


Itis here that the main ple- 
nary sessions are held. In tem- 
peratures that soar above 30 
degrees, people gather to hear 
big name speakers like Samir 
Amin, Walden Bello, Arundhati 
Roy and Vandana Shiva. 

But everywhere around the 
campus there are smaller 
meetings where everyone gets 
a chance to have their say. 
The hundreds of stalls of or- 
ganisations that are support- 
ing the ASF have crowds of 
people around them, where 


Fu 


discussions rage and mer- 
chandise is sold. 

The most popular T-shirts 
either have a picture of Che 
Guevara on them, or are em- 
blazened with the slogan 
“Derail the WTO”. 

When the sun starts to set, 
people gather in groups to con- 
tinue the debate, bands play 
and street theatre is performed 
to crowds hundreds strong. 

Everyone says that the 
most important aspect of the 
ASF is the chance for learn- 
ing from other people’s strug- 
gles and making links. 

The questions that people 
are asking here in Asia are ex- 
actly the same questions that 
people are asking across 
Europe. 

There is a strong sense that 
“Another world is possible’— 
and necessary — but there are 
many arguments about what 
that world should be like and 
how can we fight for it. 

The ASF is proof that anti- 
capitalism is certainly not con- 
fined to white people in the 
“rich West”. 

Rather it is truly a global 
movement with a common 
cause. 
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PART OF a global movement— scenes from the Asian Social Forum 


Ramallah resistance 


by A DELEGATE 


SOME 400 delegates gathered 
in Ramallah on 27 December 
for the World Social Forum on 
Palestine. 

Encircled by Israeli road- 
blocks and checkpoints, Ramal- 
lah feels distant from Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem, let alone the 
world beyond the West Bank. 

Yet for all their physical iso- 
lation, Palestinians know that 
they are at the eye of a global 
storm. The colours of the Pales- 
tinian flag can be seen on anti- 
war and anti-capitalist protests 
the world over. 

The Ramallah forum was 
proposed by Palestinian organ- 
isations and held in partnership 
with the World Social Forum in 
Porto Alegre, Brazil. 

European delegations in- 
cluded representatives from 
the Italian metal workers’ 
union Fiom, and the French 
anti-globalisation movement 
ATTAC. Belgian and Spanish 
participants were arrested by 


the Israeli authorities at Ben 
Gurion airport in Tel Aviv, but 
eventually made their way to 
Ramallah. 

A Filipino delegation was 
also stopped at the airport and 
refused entry. 

Debates throughout the con- 
ference showed both the hunger 
for new ideas and the frustra- 
tion of political life under occu- 
pation and curfew. 

Randa Sinioria from the 
human rights organisation Al 
Haq gave a detailed presenta- 
tion on Israel’s violations of UN 
resolutions. 

But for some in the audience, 
trying to enforce respect for in- 
ternational conventions seemed 
like a lost cause. “International 
laws are tools of the great 
powers,” argued one Palestinian 
delegate. ‘“‘They are applied to 
Iraq, but not to Israel.” 

“No one ever talks about 
Israel’s weapons of mass de- 
struction,” said another. 

Palestinian and interna- 
tional speakers called for a 
massive mobilisation to stop 
war on Iraq. 
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